HISTORY ASSOCIATION NOTES ...

Spring...in the Point! A reason To live
here. The pink flowering trees lining
Tunnel Avenue, yellow daffodils sharing
gardens with tulips, Hyacinths, forget-me
nots, alyssm, pansies, primroses, stock
and calendulas. Wild poppes on the
greening hills. White clouds in te blue sky
covering the wind filled sails of boats on
the sun splashed bay. Ducks lazy and
motionless in the regional park pond. A
time to walk around the Point, appreciate
the old homes, buildings and churches,
reminisce the past, enjoy the present but
wonder about the future.
Today is history for tomorrow. Your
memory of an incident, a game, a family,
a time is important. We want it for our
newsletter. Call and we will help you put
t down for us. Any member of the board
will be happy to do this. Also, the History
Museum is meant to be staffed by many
persons...! know there are people who
have time to commit to a period on only 2
1/2 hours a month in such a fun place!
Call.
Mark your calendar now for the
Annual Meeting, Sunday, May 22, 1994.
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Thank you to the following members
who ha'1 e renewed their memberships:

Bernard Bernes
Thelma (Hecker) Harvey
Lyle & Connee Fisher
Bertha May McCloskey
Marie Louise Ostrom
Alexandra Gautraud
American Rock & Asphalt
Company
Ethel Schumacher
And a warm welcome to new
members:

Roberta Smith
Marie Corr Flynn

Hotel Mac Celebrates
83 Years!
In addition to other
promotions between April ·
10th and April 24th

(Free afternoon Hors d'oeuvres and
nightly Dixieland Jazz)

Wednesday night, April 20th is
designated as Point Richmond
Business Association and
Point Richmond History
Association evening.
To make your reservations,
Call the Hotel Mac
233-0576
Thank You To

Santa Fe Market

for distributing
"THIS POINT ...in time"
at no profit for themselves
*

Thanks to History Building
staffers in March.
If you can help staff our museum (2 1/2 hours
per month) call museum staff coordinator
Betty Dornan at 232-4317.

Museum hours:
Thursday 11 :30am - 2:00pm
Saturday 11 :30am - 2:00pm
2

Gary Shows

,,

Again, here's an issue filled with all kinds The Cover:
of information, if you notice some changes in
Photo taken from our Don Church
Photo Collection, scene is from the
the appearance of this issue that's because I
tip of the triangle looking west up
am trying out a new computer publishing
Washington Avenue in 1915
program. Please let me know of any
opinions or comments.
This issue contains the conclusions of
The March Issue
both Dr. Thompson's "Memories of the
Medical History of Point Richmond" and
Assembly Crew:
Dephina Franco's "Point Richmond in the
l 920's". I have already received a new
Mary Highfill
series from Dr. Thompson (see page 13 for
Liz McDonald
details) and am hoping that Delphina Fn�nco
Muriel Clausen
stays in a writing mood as everyone seems to
Mid Dornan
enjoy her memories.
Jerry Cerkanowicz
Check out Prego Pizzeria as they are
Gary Shows
collecting an impressive collection of historic
Point Richmond photographs to decorate the
walls of their restaurant (many of which were
Thanks to
purchased from the History Association).
Rena (Cairo) Gonsalves
Try some of the best food in the Point while
for thinking of us again!
you brouse.
Last year, among other things Rena
And to newsletter staff, thanks a lot to
donated a copy of a Washington School
most of you for making my deadline, or at
1922 "The Poppy", see page 22.
least coming very close. ff you can't make
This time we recieved
the deadline at least try to get your info to me
⇒ 4 copies of 60's and 70's "Point
shortly after, it helps a lot. ff you are waiting
Counterpoint"
for breaking information, we can always
⇒ Old photos including a 1923
update your article by phone.
Washington Grammer School class
The deadline for the May issue is April
photo and one of teacher Ruth
22nd.
Lucas, 1923.
⇒ A 1961 Golden Anniversary Elks
booklet
Thank You!
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This Old
House
by

, _Jf1oie/
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Chapter V

The California Bungalow:
Point Richmond
Single Story
Part Three
They became popular enough so that
architects took notice. Frank Lloyd Wright
adapted the horizontal, low, blocky look
and open interior floor plan into longer,
bigger, low, more expensive designs for
the affluent which later became known as
"prairie houses". (Later, after World War
II, the prairie style concept spread to Cali
fornia to become what are known to us to
day as "ranch style" houses.)
Meanwhile in California, commenc
ing about 1897, these small Craftsman
houses were built m vast numbers. There
were so many built so quickly, that they
became the trademark of Southern Cali
fornia. This became the era of pat.tern
book designs and prefabricated houses
making them even more available. For the
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West Coast the pattern book designs were
especially designed for wood construction.
(Fallowing such success, more elaborate
and larger 1ctorian pattern book houses
became available for the more affluent.)
In no time the Craftsman house concept of
the permanent, small, simple house was
popular across the nation for the middle
class worker
Broadly speaking, nationwide, the
Craftsman houses are houses that have
added amenities for comfort that the West
C oast simple houses we have previously
described did not. They retain the same
simple, basically utilitarian approach to
design, however they are houses that were
designed, for the first time, from the in
side out. They became an ''explosion" of
interior space. They were designed to in
clude the rapidly accepted "necessities" of
life, indoor bathrooms, kitchens with
built-in cupboards, laundry rooms in the
basement with a coal storage area to feed
a central heating system, and closets for
storage, living room fireplaces, in
glenooks, window seats, and recesses for
private activities.
The use of central heating encour
aged the design of the open interior plan
for easy heat distribution, yet it is a very
compact open floor plan with the rooms
functionally relating to one another with
out wasteful hallways. They are very well
built of the best local materials available,
over sound foundations, with doors of
solid wood, stone fireplaces and "large''
windows As such they are quite different
from Victorian houses.

There would be no servants. and so
there would be no basement kitchens, ser
vants quarters, back stairways, long hall
ways, rooms with many doors, or butler's
pantries. The rooms in the Craftsman
house function closely with each other
and open into each other instead of being
strung up and down stairs or along hall
ways. This is indeed radically different
from the Victorian house. However the
Craftsman house is not greatly different in
plan from the previously described simple
houses of the West Coast They are basi
cally foursquare or rectilinear as the floor
plan works out, utilitarian, small, simple,
with no bays, and single-story, plain with
no ornamentation, and quietly dignified
The Craftsman houses are built on
low foundations with horizontal lines in
tentionally to unite the house with nature.
They have spreading, low roofs and wide,
overhanging eaves. The exterior materials,
as noted, are local and therefore inexpen
sive. There could be rough textured, mul
ticolored brick or sturdy foundations of
smooth rounded stones. Exterior walls
could be textured in stucco or cement or
covered with wood shingles. The roofs
could be covered in shingles, Spanish or
flat tile, or slate.
The light and airy pergola-like porch
overhangs or the garden pergolas are an
open, pleasant sheltered space providing a
transition to the outdoors from the inside

light to penetrate the interiors These little
houses have a comfortable room arrange
ment and are pleasing to the eye. Most
important they were inexpensive to build
and affordable so as to readily meet the
great housing demand.
Across the country the Craftsman
houses were interpreted in many vernacu
lar ways by speculative builders with em
phasis on directness and simplicity for
economy's sake. There is no single Crafts
man style due to the variation of materials
used in different locales which gives re
gional distinction. Speculative builders
started adding exterior touches to give the
house a "style". There could be the look
of the English cottage, the Swiss chalet,
the Bavarian Hunting Lodge, the Southern
California adobe, the East Coast shingle
style, the Japanese teahouse, etc.
The vernacular Craftsman style con
tinued until the early l 920's all across the
United States as thousands of such houses
were built, all symbolic statements of a
simple life. However, earlier in Southern
California, a major movement toward the
adobe interpretation and a more simplified
interior layout corresponding much to
California's early simple houses took
place. Southern California used exterior
concrete or stucco walls over masonry,
brick, wood,. or later, metal mesh. By
I 91 0, sturdy, tinted stucco exterior walled
Craftsman houses gradually evolved into
what became known as the ''California
bungalow".

