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DATES: 

TIME: 

LOCATION: 

INSTRUCTOR: 

FEE: 

WRITING YOUR OWN LIFE STORY 

Point Richmond History Association 
Writing Seminar 

Four Mondays March 8 - March 29, 1993 

I 0:00 a.m. to 11 :30 a.m. 

Point Riclunond Methodist Church 
Social Hall 
201 Martina Street 

Point Riclunond 

Alexandra Gautraud, Author and Historian 

$25/PRHA members, $30/non-members 
(A minimum number of eight participants needed for a 
class to begin.) 

"Writing Your Own Life Story" is a four session class designed to get you started on this exciting road to 
producing an interesting, pleasurable reading for your family and friends. During the class you will learn 
how to get started, keep your momentwn going, tips on making story-writing easy, how to organize your 
material, professional writer's secrets for effective and easy ,vriting, and how to revise and pull your story 
together. At each session there will be an opportunity for critiques of your work and an optional writing 
assignments on your individual work-in-progress. 

Instructor Alexandra Gautraud is a fulltime writer and author of San Mateo: A Sketchbook Tour of the 
San Francisco Peninsula's Past-- which won the prestigious Book Builders West A ward. She is currently 
working on a book covering historic sites in the East Bay. Alexandra has taught writing to adults in the 
RUSD Adult Education program and to graduate students at the University of San Francisco. 

lf you are interested in attending this class, complete the form below, enclose your check made payable to 
Point Richmond History Association--, and send it to The Point Richmond History Association, 139 I /2 
Washington Avenue, Point Richmond, CA 94801. 

"Writing Your Own Life Story" Mondays March 8 to March 29, 1993 
10:00 a.m. - 11 :30 a.m. 

$25/PRHA members, $30/non-rnembers 
Checks Payable to: Point. Richmond History Association 

NAME: ______________________ _ 

ADDRESS: _____________________ _ 

PHONE: _____________________ _ 



History Association Notes 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

BY MID DOR.NAN 

�e Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe 

Railroad Depot on Garrard Boulevard is 
listed as a historical building in the Historic 
Resources Inventory of Contra Costa 
County, California 1976. The depot is not 
part of the proposed Repair-In-Place 
Facility project pennit, however, it is 
considered a phased project and addressed 
in the mitigation measures section of the 
initial study. 

If the building cannot be preserved in 
place or moved to a new location, then they 
(AT &SF) utilize the Historic American 
Building Survey documentation. 

AT &SF was instrumental in 
Richmond's development, arriving here in 
the late 1890's. It is important for our 
history records to secure and preserve 
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valuable information and aiiifacts that 
should stay in the area in our museums. As 
this goes to press, how to do this is not 
clear, but any input is appreciated and will 
be pursued. 
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"From the President" continued. .... 

Thank you to the following members 

who have renewed their memberships: 

AL & HORTENSE McGEE 
WILLIAM S. KOLLAR 
HENRY FRANCIS 
TOM & SHIRLEY BmT 
ANNA BOOTH 
FRANK LOPEZ 
MAE MANDL 
PATRICIA MILANO 
C.F. HOCHGESANG
GRACE & JERRY

CERKANOWICZ 
SHEILA FOSTIAK 

We appreciate the generous gift 
from: 
PATRICIA MILANO 

Museum Staff Coordinator Betty 
Dornan says thank you to the following 
volunteers who staffed the History 
Museum in February! 
VIRGINIA CHERNIAK 
SONJA DARLING 
BERNARD CHRISTIANSON 
ROY JONES 
JERRY CERKANOWICZ 

� 
Volunteers arc still needed, staffing 

the museum is an easy, pleasant way to 
become involved. You don't need to be 
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a history expert, you just spend a 
couple of hours now and then watching 
Point Richmond go by. We want 
community involvement! 

If you can help 
Call Betty at 232-4317. 

. ·Museum Hours 
Th:ursd�y t1 :Jo·AM - 2:00 PM 
Saturday 1 i:30 AM -z:oo PM 

We are grateful to the SANTA FE 
MARKET for distributing this 
newsletter at no profit for themselves. 

Again ... 
Thanks to Hazel Carr we are the proud 

owners of a wonderful set of original 

roll-up maps of the area, one of them is the 

first official map of Point Richmond. They 

are in a roll-top wooden cabinet. Both the 

maps and the cabinet are in need of some 

restoration work. 
We need a volunteer with some time 

patience and a little bit of knowhow to 

repair and restore this item. 

, 

If you think you can help, call Jerry or 
Gary at 235-1336. 

ES 

Writing Class Offered 
Have you ever thought about sitting 

down and writing your own life story, but 
thought you couldn't? 

The PRHA is sponsoring a class to be 
taught by author Alexandra Gautraud. 
See inside cover for details. 



Editor's Notes 
Gary Shows 

Yikes! I thought I had died and gone 

to heaven because for the first time ever, 

everybody in our group turned in their 
work before the deadline! That deserves a 

big Thank You! 

First, the 1929 class photo was a real 

hit! All but nine of the students were 

named by several people. The new names 
are here, and I did have the space to include 

the picture again. Come on, somebody 

knows these fiiends or classmates. Name 

those last nine. We will do an old class 

photo again, probably next issue. 

This issue starts a new chapter of Muriel 
Clausen's interesting work on the evolution 

of houses in Point Richmond. This chapter 

will span several issues and is a study on 

tents. 

I am sorry to repo1i that this will be the 

last report from faithful Jan Burdick. She 

explains that there will be other important 

tasks that will be taking her time. I want to 

thank her for her intelligent, useful and 

timely reports to TPIT over the last few 

years and wish her the best of luck. 

The new librarian has indicated that she 

will continue some fonn of contribution to 

our newsletter. 1 look forward to working 

with her. 

The deadline for the April issue is 

March 19, 1993. 

The February Issue 

Assembly Crew: 
Mary Highfill 

Liz McDonald 
Pam Wilson 
Mid Dornan 

Jerry Cerkanowicz 
Gary Shows 

Sonja Darling 
Lance Shows 
Sarah Eeles 

'Jb&. '!Jou 
!Bdty 2'.)o'tllaJZ f o't tfu b-ui.utif uf f fouwu. 

t/',_af w-uE in t/',_E. m.u.�Eutn pf antu b-oxu 
f o"f. owr:. :J.anua't!J cM_E.din9 

3 














































