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1.
TH E RED  M INORITY

by G e r r ie  K r e tz m e r

T he h is to r y  of the  In d ian  in  A m e r ic a  
s in c e  th e  tim e  of th e  w hite  in v a s io n  in ­
d ic a te -  a  m a rk e d  c o n t r a s t  b e tw ee n  
t r e a tm e n t  by  the  S p a n ia rd s  in  South  
A m e ric a , and  th a t  of th e  E n g lish  in  
N o rth  A m e r ic a .  Though e x p lo ite d  by 
the  S p an ish , Sou th  A m e r ic a n  In d ian s  
w e re  a llo w ed  to  m a in ta in  th e i r  c u l tu r e .  
In N o rth  A m e r ic a  th ey  w e re  p u sh e d  off 
th e i r  la n d s  and  th e i r  p o p u la tio n  d e c im a ­
te d  by  w a r fa re  and  h a r s h  p e o n a g e . The 
few  who r e ta in  th e i r  c u l tu re  s u rv iv e  on 
the  f r in g e s  of w hite  s o c ie ty  r a th e r  th an  
as a  p a r t  of i t .

P o p u la tio n  e s t im a te s  a r e  u n re l ia b le  
b u t th e r e  m ay  h av e  b e e n  1 m il l io n  In d i­
an s  in  th e  A m e r ic a s  in  1492. In  1890 
th e r e  w e re  248, 253; in  I960 an  in c r e a s e  
to  5 23, 591. Gne q u a r te r  of a ll  In d ian s  
in  th e  U .S . l iv e  in  th e  S o u th w est, a  
s c a t te r in g  in  C a l i fo rn ia ,  N ev ad a  and 
U tah, a  l a r g e  c o n c e n tra t io n  in  th e  N o rth  
C e n tra l  U. S . , p r in c ip a l ly  South  D ako ta , 
the  se c o n d  l a r g e s t  g ro u p  in  O k lahom a, 
and  s c a t te r e d  in  the  s o u th e a s t  and  n o r th ­
e a s t .

R e c e n t m e n ta l  te s t in g  p r o g r a m s  c o n ­
c lu d e  th a t  In d ia n s  a r e  in n a te ly  a s  in t e l ­
l ig e n t  a s  any o th e r  e th n ic  g ro u p , b u t 
s c o r e  p o o r ly  b e c a u s e  of la c k  of m o tiv a ­
tio n  and  la n g u a g e  d if f ic u l t ie s .  F o r  e x ­
a m p le , an  In d ian  c h ild  m ig h t ch o o se  
" d u s t11 and  " e x c ite m e n t"  a s  a r e s p o n s e  
to  " c ro w d " , r a th e r  th an  the  " r ic h t"  
a n s w e r - -  " c lo s e n e s s "  and  " n u m b e rs " .

I t is  im p o r ta n t  fo r  A m e r ic a n s  of 
d o m in a n t s ta tu s  to  u n d e rs ta n d  the  In d ian . 
A c tio n -d is p la c in g  sy m p a th y  h a s  b r e d  a 
h a rd  s k e p t ic is m  in to  m o s t  In d ian s  long  
r e s ig n e d  to p o v e r ty  and  in c o m p e te n c e  
f ro m  th e  B u re a u  of In d ian  a f f a i r s .  The 
In d ian  d oes n o t w an t to  be  a s s im ila te d  
in to  th e  A m e r ic a n  c u l tu r e .  Y e t h is  f u ­
tu r e  d ep en d s  on th e  p o lic y  ad o p ted  by  
the w hite  p o p u la tio n , and  to  be  s u c c e s s ­
fu l th is  p o lic y  m u s t  b e  b a s e d  on an  u n ­
d e rs ta n d in g  of In d ian  c u l tu r e .

T h is  c u l tu re  h a s  b e e n  in flu en c e d  by  
w h ite  c iv i l iz a t io n  by  in v o lv e m e n t w ith

th e  h o r s e ,  th e  gun and  a lc o h o l. The 
In d ian  h a s  d iffu se d  in to  w hite  c u l tu re  h is  
a c h ie v e m e n ts  in  a r t ,  and  c u lt iv a tio n  and 
k n ow ledge  of food p la n ts ,  G e n e ra l  c h a r ­
a c t e r i s t i c s  of In d ian  s o c ie t ie s  a r e  th a t  
th ey  a r e  p r e - l i t e r a t e .  T h a t is ,  k n o w ­
le d g e  is  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  you th  v e rb a l ly . 
T he s o c ie t ie s  a r e  a ls o  s m a l l  an d  t h e r e ­
fo re  r e la t io n s h ip s  a r e  p e r s o n a l  r a th e r  
th an  im p e r s o n a l .  T h e ir  e c o n o m ie s  w e re  
p r im a r i ly  h u n tin g  and  g a th e r in g , w ith 
a g r ic u l tu r e  m o s tly  w o m e n 's  w o rk , and 
th u s  fa rm in g  and  g a rd e n in g  a r e  e x c e e d ­
in g ly  u n n a tu ra l  to  an  In d ian  m a n . M a t­
e r i a l  w ea lth  is  s h a r e d  and  th e r e  is  t h e r e ­
fo re  no la c k  of th e  b a s ic  n e c e s s i t i e s .  
S in ce  c la s s  d is t in c t io n s  a r e  n o t s tro n g , 
in d iv id u a ls  h av e  on ly  l im i te d  p o w e r .

T he p e r s o n a l i ty  of th e  In d ian  is  one 
of r e s e r v e  w ith  a  h ig h  d e g re e  of c o n tro l 
o v e r  in te r p e r s o n a l  a g g re s s io n .  T h e re  
is  au to n o m y  of th e  in d iv id u a l, g e n e r o s ­
ity , a  s u p e r s t i t io u s  f e a r  of th e  w o rld  as  
d a n g e ro u s , a  p r a c t i c a l  jo k e r  s t r a in ,  an  
a b il i ty  to  fa c e  r e a l i ty ,  an d  a  f a ta l i s t ic  
d ep en d en ce  on a  s u p e r n a tu r a l  p o w er 
w hich  m a y  in flu en c e  a c t io n s  and  fo r  
w hich th e  in d iv id u a l is  n o t p e r s o n a l ly  
a c c o u n ta b le .

T he r e la t io n s h ip  of the  In d ian  w ith 
th e  w h ite  E n g lish  g o v e rn m e n t c a n  be 
g ro u p e d  in to  s e v e r a l  t im e  p e r io d s :  l)  
C o m m u n ity  D ip lo m acy  1607-1778: The 
c o lo n is ts  d e a l t  w ith  th e  In d ian s  in  w h a t­
e v e r  m a n n e r  s e e m e d  b e s t  to  th e m , and  
w e re  o ften  a t  odds w ith  th e  B r i t i s h  C row n 
w hich a tte m p te d  to  p r o te c t  In d ian  lan d s;
2) C o n tro l by T r e a t ie s  1778-1871: The 
new  A m e r ic a n  g o v e rn m e n t t r i e d  to  f o l ­
low  th e  f o r m e r  p o lic y  of th e  B r i t i s h  
C row n; 3) R e s e rv a t io n  P e r io d - F o r c e d  
A s s im ila t io n  1871: T he In d ian s  w e re  
m ad e  w a rd s  of th e  g o v e rn m e n t, re m o v e d  
f r o m  th e i r  la n d s , the  c h i ld re n  w e re  
ta k e n  f ro m  th e i r  h o m e s  and  s e n t to  
b o a rd in g  sc h o o ls , and t r i b a l  c u s to m s  
w e re  d is c o u ra g e d . T h is  w as a  f a i lu r e  
and le d  to  4) the  R e s e rv a t io n  P e r io d -  
"N ew  D e a l"  w hen in  1934 a  new  p h i lo s ­
ophy a im e d  a t  in te g ra t in g  In d ian s  in to  
n a tio n a l l i f e  a s  In d ian s , and  y e t r e t a i n ­
ing th e i r  t r i b a l  c u l tu re .

\c o n t. on p ag e  7)



^•^Jn lnhem g
In te re s t in g  and  s o m e tim e s  a m u sin g  

a r t i c l e s  f ro m  o ld  R ich m o n d  and P o in t  ^  
R ich m o n d  n e w s p a p e rs ,  c o u r te s y  of the  
R ich m o n d  M u seu m .

1914

F r o m  A u g u st 1, 1914:
"S T R E E T  PA R A D E TOO MUCH FO R  
N ERV ES OF E X P R E SS WAGON H O R SE '

"C ow boys, c o w g ir ls , p a in te d  In ­
d ia n s , tw o b an d s  and a  s te a m  c a ll io p e  
w e re  too m u ch  fo r  th e  n e rv e s  of a  
R ich m o n d  h o r s e ,  b ro k e n  to  
sp eed in g  a u to m o b ile s  and 
c la m o r in g  s t r e e t  
c a r s .  The 
h o rs e ,

WITH DON CHURCH 
Irw in  co w b o y s.
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1915

F ro m  A u g u st 6, 1915:
"RICHM O N D'S F IN E S T  A R E W EARING 
NEW  S K Y P IE C E S "

" R ic h m o n d 's  f in e s t  to d ay  r e c e iv e d  
th e i r  new  c a p s .

T h e y 'r e  so m e th in g  d is t in c t iv e ly  in ­
d iv id u a l, if  th a t  w ill c o v e r  i t .

In f a c t  th ey  a r e  th e  l a t e s t  f ro m  New 
Y o rk . The p o lic e m e n  of th a t  c ity  a r e  

le a d in g  in  th e  n e w e s t of p o lic e  
p a r a p h e r n a l ia .

In s p e c to r  G e o rg e  
B e t ts ,  th e  f i r s t  to  r e ­

c e iv e  one of th e  new

h itc h e d  to  an
O ld 's  e x p re s s  w agon w as tie d  n e a r  the  
c o r n e r  of F i r s t  and M acd o n a ld  w hen 
the  W ild W est p a ra d e  a p p ro a c h e d  on 
i ts  r e tu r n  to  th e  b ig  " to p . "

The s to lid  o ld  e x p r e s s  h o r s e  took  
one lo o k  a t  th e  te r r i f y in g  and s t r a n g e  
c o lle c t io n  of b e a s ts  and  h u m an s; th en  
w ith  a  f r ig h te n e d  tug a t  i t s  fa s te n in g s  
i t  b ro k e  lo o s e  and  d a sh e d  up M acdonald  
A venue d i r e c t ly  in to  th e  c ro w d s  g a th ­
e r e d  to  s e e  th e  s t r e e t  p r o c e s s io n .  The 
c ro w d  ev ad ed  th e  f r e n z ie d  a n im a l, b u t 
i t  w as n o t s to p p ed  u n til  i t  r e a c h e d  N inth  
s t r e e t .

(N. B . - T h a t th is  is  n o t a  p r e s s  
s to ry  is  e v id e n c e d  by  th e  f a c t  th a t  the  
ru n a w ay  h o r s e  w as c au g h t by  a  d e l iv e ry
mnn and not by the. In&so ot one o£ the

" l id s "  s tru tted ^u fr^b efo re  a  m i r r o r  and 
w ith  h is  h e a d  co ck ed  to  a  f o r ty - f iv e  d e ­
g re e  an g le  p la c e d  th e  new  h e a d -p ie c e  
on h is  knob . A s he  s t r u t in iz e d  i t  f i r s t  
in  the  b ack , th e n  on th e  s id e , and  f in a l ­
ly  in  th e  f ro n t, h e  found  th a t so m eth in g  
w as d e tra c t in g  f ro m  i ts  a p p e a ra n c e .

I t w as th e  ru b b e r  c o l la r  w hich  he 
h a d  on .

"W ell, if  I 'v e  g o t to  lo o k  lik e  one 

of th o s e  dude cops of N ew  Y ork , I m ig h t 
f  j u s t  a s  w ell th ro w  th is  dang th ing  aw ay 

and  p u t on one of th o se  new  fan d an g led  
c o l la r s  th a t  m a k e  you  lo o k  l ik e  a  L o rd  
F a u n tle ro y . "

'A A nd he  d id .
(co n t. on p ag e  8 . )



(co n t. f r o m  p a g e  1. )
The In d ian  R e o rg a n iz a t io n  A c t b r o u ­

g h t an  im p ro v e m e n t, b u t to d ay  the  
r e s e r v a t io n s  s t i l l  h a v e  a  40% u n e m p lo y ­
m e n t r a t e ,  g r o s s ly  d ila p id a te d  h o u sin g , 
30% i l l i te r a c y ,  2 /3  th e  l i f e  e x p ec ta n c y  
and  l e s s  th an  a  th i r d  of th e  a v e ra g e  in ­
co m e  of o th e r  A m e r ic a n s , and  ra m p a n t 
d is e a s e  in c lu d in g  a  tu b e rc u lo s is  in c i ­
d en ce  7 t im e s  th e  n a tio n a l a v e r a g e ,
Th;. B u re a u  of In d ian  A ffa ir s  h a s  no 
h a i  d d a ta  on p o p u la tio n  d y n a m ic s , in ­
c o m e , e m p lo y m e n t o r  e d u c a tio n . It 
d o es  n o t h av e  e v en  one t r a in e d  s t a t i s ­
t ic ia n  on  i ts  s ta f f .  In d ian  sc h o o ls  b r e e d  
d e sp o n d en cy , c u l tu r a l  in f e r io r i ty  and  
a l ie n a tio n . T he d ro p o u t r a t e  e x c e e d s  
50% . T he BIA h a s  m is m a n a g e d  lan d , 
t im b e r  an d  w a te r  r e s o u r c e s  and  h a s  
b u i l t  up in t r i c a te  r e la t io n s h ip s  w ith  
g ra z in g , t im b e r  and  m in in g  in te r e s t s  in  
th e  W est. T e rm in a t io n  p o l ic ie s  w h e re  
c a r r i e d  ou t in  O reg o n  and  W isco n s in  
h av e  h a d  t e r r i b ly  a d v e r s e  e f f e c ts .  W ith ­
ou t a  la n d  b a s e , In d ian s  w ill so o n  c e a s e  
a s  a  d is t in c t  c u l tu r e .

T he k ey  fo c u s  sh o u ld  b e  in  p ro v id in g  
In d ian s  w ith  e m p lo y m e n t w hich  w ould 
g iv e  s e lf -c o n f id e n c e . T he b a s ic  e c o n o ­
m ic  p ro b le m s  of In d ian  c o m m u n itie s  
co u ld  b e  so lv e d  b y  the  p ro v is io n  of 
40, 000 jo b s .  L o an  funds to  f in a n c e  t r i ­
b a l e n te r p r i s e s  and  in c e n tiv e s  to  a t t r a c t  
in d u s try  a r e  re c o m m e n d e d . C o n s e rv a ­
tio n  p r o je c ts ,  h o u s in g  c o n s tru c t io n , 
r e c r e a t io n a l  s i te  d e v e lo p m e n t w ould  
c r e a te  jo b s .

I n te r p e r s o n a l  r e la t io n s  b e tw e e n  In ­
d ia n s  an d  w h ite s  h av e  v a r ie d  f ro m  c o n ­
c e iv in g  h im  a s  a  "n o b le  s a v a g e "  to  
" sa v a g e  b e a s t" ,  and  h e  h a s  b e e n  t r e a te d  
a c c o rd in g ly  e i th e r  w ith  b e n e v o le n t p ity  
o r  d is d a in  and  c o n te m p t. T h e re  is  a  
c o r r e la t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  a t t i tu d e s  and  
the  p ro x im ity  of w hite  p e o p le  to  th e  In ­
d ia n s . W hites who liv e  n e a r  r e s e r v a ­
tio n s  te n d  to  lo o k  upon  th e  In d ia n s  a s  a  
lo w e r c la s s  g ro u p  w ith  a  ten d e n cy  t o ­
w a rd  d ru n k e n n e s s . T h o se  who w o rk  in  
In d ian  a g e n c ie s  a r e  o ften  p re ju d ic e d , 
and  of l im i te d  im a g in a tio n  an d  f le x ib i l ­
ity . The t r a d e r s  ra n g e  f ro m  h e lp fu l to

7. e x p lo ita tiv e . M is s io n a r ie s  s u p p re s s  
n a tiv e  c u s to m  and  th e r e f o r e  h av e  l i t t l e  
in f lu e n c e . W hite e m p lo y e rs  a r e  u n ab le  . i 
to  u n d e rs ta n d  e i th e r  th e  " s lo w n e s s "  of ,f , 
th e  In d ia n  o r  h is  d is a p p e a ra n c e  f r o m  , * 
w o rk  to  a tte n d  a  c e r e m o n ia l  o r  h e lp  h is  
fa m ily . H is  in a b ili ty  to  a d ju s t  to  a  w hite  
w o rk in g  s c h e d u le  is  in c o m p re h e n s ib le  to  
a  w hite  m a n  who know s th a t  a  d a y ’s w o rk  
b r in g s  a  d o l la r .

T he q u e s tio n  is  w h e th e r i t  is  p o s s i ­
b le  fo r  In d ian  g ro u p s  to  b e c o m e  s e l f -  
r e l i a n t  and  s t i l l  r e t a in  th e i r  ow n w ays 
of l i f e .  T hough th ey  a r e  w a rd s  of th e  
g o v e rn m e n t in  a  m a n n e r  d is t in c t iv e  f ro m  
a l l  o th e r  A m e r ic a n  g ro u p s , th e y  a r e  
a ls o  m in o r i ty  p e o p le  and  a r e  d i s c r im in ­
a te d  a g a in s t  w h e re v e r  th e y  l iv e  c lo s e  to  
w h ite s . T he In d ian  p o p u la tio n  is  g ro w ­
ing a t  a  f a s t e r  r a t e  th a n  th e  n a tio n a l 
p o p u la tio n  and  to o  f a s t  to  b e  su p p o rte d  
by  th e  a r e a s  now  a s s ig n e d  to  th e m .
In d ian s  a r e  b eco m in g  in c re a s in g ly  s e l f -  
g o v e rn in g  and  th e  te n d e n cy  is  to  r e m a in  
In d ia n  in  a  c u l tu r a l  an d  s o c ia l  s e n s e .
T he p r e s s u r e  to  a c c u l tu r a te  c r e a te s  b e ­
h a v io ra l  d if f ic u lt ie s  in  m an y , a s  d o es  
d is c r im in a t io n .  A nd th e i r  p r o g r e s s  t o ­
w a rd  fu ll  e q u a lity  is  r e t a r d e d  by  th e  
p r e s s u r e  of v e s te d  i n te r e s t s  in  o w n e r ­
sh ip  of v a lu a b le  la n d s  and  m in e r a l  r e ­
s o u r c e s .

T hus th e  " la s t  b a t t le "  is  to  s a v e  w hat 
is  le f t  of th e i r  la n d s  an d  to  sav e  th e i r  
In d ia n n e s s . T h e re  is  a  new  young In ­
d ia n — e d u ca te d , w e l l - t r a v e le d ,  who h a s  
s tu d ie d  th e  w ays of th e  w hite  m a n . He 
w an ts  s e l f -d e te r m in a t io n  and  an  In d ian  
w ay of l i f e .  H e d e m a n d s  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  
to  p a r t ic ip a te  in  th e  fo rm a tio n  of l e g i s ­
la t io n  and  p o l ic ie s  a ffe c tin g  h is  p e o p le .
I-Ie is  r e d is c o v e r in g  In d ian  v a lu e s  w h e re  
e v e r y  liv in g  th in g  is  lo v e d  and  m a n  l iv e s  
in  h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  n a tu ra l  w o r ld - -  
w h e re  a l l  h is  r e l ig io u s  b e l ie f s  a r e  in te ­
g r a te d  in to  e v e ry th in g  he  th in k s , h e  s e e s ,  
he  d o e s .

T he B la c k  N a tio n a lis t  w an ts  th e  m a t ­
e r i a l  th in g s  of w hite  s o c ie ty . H is  t r ib a l  
id e n tity  and  c u ltu re  w e re  l o s t  in  th e  
s la v e  m a r t s .  B u t th e  In d ian  h a s  n e v e r

(co n t. on p ag e  9)


