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DITHYRAMB TO TURKEY DAY

by R obert C. Friend

Tw as Thanksgiving Day, and in Point Richmond Square 
The sm e ll of roast turkey pervaded the a ir .
The gang on the corner in s ilen ce  conferred  
Just waiting for som eone to give them  " the bird .' "

The boys at the B altic , the Mac and the Spot,
Were having a purely m edicinal shot,
While a ll of the w ives ( you could te ll without looking )
Were busy as bees with their Holiday cooking.

And throughout the Point, houses high on the h ill, ,
With uncles and aunts w ere beginning to fill;
While tagging along cam e their sm all g ir ls  and boys,
To wear out their w elcom e in w eltering noise.

A pre-d inner drink for the m en of the fam ily,
L adies a -c h a tte r ---- their babes bawling clam m ily
Then to the table in high jubilation  
To fea st on fru its  of our flourishing nation.

"Come, Mother, s it  h ere . . .  and next to you, A n n e .. .
And, Harry, start carving as fa st as you can.
You kids, take your p laces .' I'll s it next to P ete . . ,
P le a se  hurry up, H arry .' We a ll want to eat .' "

Soon the big bird looked sm all, m inus drum stick and b reast, 
"Pass the gravy, potatoes, and a ll of the r e s t . . . . "
And the fe a ster s  w ere acting e x c e ss iv e ly  m ellow ,
They w ere too full to talk; but, of course, they ate J e llo  i

Thus went the day that our fo re -fa th ers  planned.
A day lik e  no other - - -  in no other land.
And be cause we rejo ice  in a good way of living,
We pause, once a y e a r ,  for  this Day of Thanksgiving.
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THANKSGIVING
< „;v i. -  B i l l  F a r m e r  !;M
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i ; The  P i l g r i m  F a t h e r s ,  whoe c m e m o r y  
w.e h o n o r  once a y e a r  by a g r e a t  f e a s t  (if 
we can  aff-otd it ) a r e  4ve; m u s t  a d ih i t
---- dead .  What  do we h av e  in c o m m o n
with t h e s e  h a r d y  a n c e s t o r s  to w hom  al l  
A m e r i c a n s  (P o le s ,  I ta l ians ,  M ex ic an s ,  
N e g ro e s ? ; )  are.  e x p e c te d  to tu r n  a t  th is  
cime of y e a r  in  r e v e r e n c e  fo r  t h e i r  c o u r 
age  , t h e i r  v is ion ,  t h e i r  fa i th  (though we 
m u s t n ' t  dwell  on th e se )  and, a c c o r d in g  to 
t r a d i t i o n ,  th e i r  p h e n o m e n a l  a p p e t i t e s  one. 
la te  N o i /d m b er?  I could  a n s w e r  tha t  
ques t ion ,  bu t  to do so r e q u i r e s  us to be 
s e l f - c r i t i c a l  , and  nobody l i k e s  to do t h a t - - 
so w hat  i f  t h e s e  old b oys  found t h e i r  c o u r 
age , '  v i s io n  and  fa i th  in a r e l i g i o u s  h e r i 
t a g e  p e r m e a t e d ’by  h igh  s t a n d a r d s  of c o n 
d uc t  founded  on an  u n s h a k e a b l e  con f idence  
in the  s o v e r e i g n t y  of God o v e r  a l l  the  a c t s  
of h i s to r y ;  so w ha t  if w e ' r e  so g ro w n  up 
now tha t  we d o n ' t  h ave  to go a long with the 
f a i r y  t a l e s  they  b e l i e v e d  (or is  the baby
gone with the  b a t h ? ) ---- a t  l e a s t  w e 'v e  got
th a t  good old f e a s t  - -  o r  do w e?  H i s t o r 
ians  t e l l  us  th a t  f i r s t  T hanksg iv ing  was  in 
a t i m e  of in t en se  want,  s ac r i f i c e ,  and  p r i 
vation;  tha t  the p i l g r i m s '  1' feas.t" w as  a 
c r y  of p r a i s e  and  g r a t i t u d e ,out of h e a r t s  
we would  m o r e  l i k e ly  e x p e c t  to h e a r . w a i l 
ing , "How long, O Lord. '  " No, I su p p o se  
a l l  we wi l l  u l t i m a t e l y  h a v e  in c o m m o n  with 
the  P i l g r i m  F a t h e r s  is  tha t  one day  we too 
wi l l  be  a s  they  and  t h e i r  v a lu e s  a r e  --- .
d e a d ---- o r  a r e  th e y ?  ' . ‘
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TH E P O I N T 'S  P O E T I C  CYNIC
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A P i o u s  Thought  on Thanksg iv ing  t
- f': ' rr-:! : 1 ! , i
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I d o n ' t  l ike  t u r k e y  s e r v e d  in any  way; »

But  t u r k e y ' s  on m y  p la te  Thanksg iv ing  Day.
The P i l g r i m s ,  looking fo r  a  p l a c e  to dock
Made land ing  o n . h a r d  P ly m o u t h  Rock.5 • . ' i ./ ‘ ■■■ •- •

S o m e  died  upon our  s h o re ,  and  s o m e  su rv ived  
And th o se  th a t  l i v ed  gave  thanks  they  w e r e  

alive...
They  h a d  a m e a l  - - s o m e  c o r n  bu t  m o s t l y  

tu r k e y  ----
S e m e  of the  m e a t  was  white ,  bu t  m o s t  w as  

k m u r k y .

B e c a u s e  they  a t e - th i s  b i rd ,  then  so we m u s t  
E a t  w h a t  they  a t e  . - -  -a. c u s t o m  t a s t e l e s s - -  • 

m o s t  u n j u s t ,1 .,->
If P i l g r i m s  h a d  not s.een our  f a v o r e d  s h o r e  
W e 'd  no t  e a t  t u r k e y  any  m o r e .

«-■ • } y> i *i ■<

' T w e r e  b e t t e r  h a d  th a t  R o o k  they  u s e d  to
la n d  , a

I n s te a d  h a d  l a n d e d  on t h a t - p i l g r i m  band.'
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IT TOOK A  WOMAN -.-I TO S E T T L E  
THANKSGIVING:

A f te r  the  f i r s t  t h r e e  - day -feafct , c e l e 
b r a t e d  with the  Poka.nok.et Ind ians  in 1691, 
Thanksg iv ing  Day w as  qe le lp ra ted  in the 
following y e a r s ,  b u t  a t  v a r i o u s  d a t e s  in 
d i f f e r e n t  P o l o n i e s .  ' 'G eo rge '  W ash ing ton

ED ITO R'S  THANKS-GIVING• I i ’ ■ ' J

This* s e e m s  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  t i m e  to 
thank  the  m a n y  p eo p le  who h a v e  c o n t r ib u t e d  
to th i s  p a p e r .  P o i n t  C o u n te r p o in t  h a s  b e e n  
l a r g e l y  a c o m m u n i t y  e ffor t ,  and  i t  is  v e r y  
d i f f i cu l t  to  a d e q u a te ly  e x p r e s s  the  g r a t i 
tude th a t  t h e s e  he lp fu l  p e o p le  d e s e r v e .
B e s i d e s  the  p eo p le  who ca l l  o r  w r i t e  in 
with a r t i c l e s ,  p e e m s ,  and  news  i t e m s ,
(all  of w hose  n a m e s  it  would  be  i m o o s s i b l e  
to l i s t )  a  few n a m e s  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  s ince  
a s s i s t a n c e  in the m a n u a l  l a b o r  of p r in t i n g  and  co l la t ing  the  p a p e r  is a p r e t t y  t h a n k le s s  
cask: Connie  Healy ,  M i ld r e d  D o r n a n  and  Bon i ta  A m a n t i t e  ; We thank  you, and  a l l  o th e r  
c o n t r i b u t o r s .  Manv. m a n v  thanks  —

p r o c l a i m e d  November ;  26,{ 1789, a s  f i r s t  
n a t io n a l  T hanksg iv ing  Day, bu t  the  c u s t o m  
con t in u ed  to v a r y  w ide ly  am o n g  the  s t a t e s .

S a r a h  Hale  f i r s t  s u g g e s t e d  Thanksg iv ing  
a s  a n a t io n a l  ho l iday ,  and  c a m p a ig n e d  20 
y e a r s  th ro u g h  e d i t o r i a l s  in h e r  m a g a z in e .
G c / 7 ' s L a d y 1 s Book  ( the n a m e  shou ld  h ave  
b e e n  G o a d y ' s )  , and  th r o u g h  l e t t e r s  to the 
P r e s i d e n t  ;i and  f i n a l l y ' P r e s i d e n t  Abraham.  
L in co ln  d e c l a r e d  th ‘d l a s t  T h u r s d a y  of N o v 
e m b e r  a s  the  n a t io n a l ’ day  of Thanksg iv ing .



THANKSGIVING, 1918
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T h e f o l lo w in g  tw o  a r t i c l e s  w e r e  ta k e n  f r o m  T he R ic h m o n d  D a i ly  In d ep en d en t ,  of N o v e m b e r  
27, 1918. T h e y  w e r e  c o n tr ib u te d  b y  M r. D on  C h u rc h ,  w ho h a s  b e e n  c o m p i l in g  a l l  i t e m s  
of i n t e r e s t  f r o m  p a p e r s  d a t in g  b a c k  to  1910. H is  r e s e a r c h  h a s  m a d e  h i m  th e  u n o f f i c ia l  

H i s t o r ia n  o f  P o i n t  R ic h m o n d .  T h e s e  a r t i c l e s ,  and m u c h  of. th e  in f o r m a t i o n  cbnc'e-rning:'- 
P o i n t  R ic h m o n d  H i s t o r y  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  a v a i l a b le  b y  th e  R ic h m o n d  M u s e u m .  " ' •rrod
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E A G L E  C A P E  
P o i n t  R ic h m o n d ,  C a l i f o r n ia  

N o v e m b e r  28, 1918
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T o k e  P o i n t s  on H a l f  S h e l l  

C a l i f o r n ia  O l iv e s  
C e l e r y  e n  B r a n c h

D i l l  P i c k l e s  
C r e a m  of T o m a to  

C h ic k e n  C o n s o m m e  With  

R ic e

F r i e d  S a lm o n  S te a k

J u l ie n n e  P o t a t o e s  

w h e a t  m u f f in s  

g r a p e  j u i c e  punch
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C R A N B E R R Y  S A U C E ,

R O A S T  S U C K L IN G  P IG  w ith  

O R E G O N  A P P L E  S A U C E  
g a r d e n  p e a s

C a n d ie d  S w e e t  P o t a t o e s
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E a g l e  C a f e  S p e c i a l  S a l a d ,
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E n g l i s h  P l u m  P u d d i n g  

b r a  ndy  s a u c e o
6 9  . . ,

. P o t  M in c e  P i e  L e m o n  C r e a m  P i 9

T he C o - O w n e r s  o f  th e  C a fe ,  A l ly n  and  
T a n e lo u s ,  w e r e  g iv in g  th e  P e o p l e  of  
R ic h m o n d  an  a w fu l  l o t  to  b e  th an k fu l fo r ,  
fo r  one d o l la r

P A S T O R S  IN V IT E  A L L  TO  

T H A N K SG IV IN G  S E R V IC E S  '
TO M O R R O W

S u r e ly  i f  e v e r  a p e o p le  in  the  

w o r ld  h a d  a n y  r e a s o n  fo r  t h a n k s g iv in g ,  
the  p e o p le  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  h a v e .  
N o t  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  w e h a v e  b e e n  v i c t 
o r i o u s  in  b a t t l e -----not s i m p l y  b e c a u s e
w e  n ow  h a v e  p e a c e -----but b e c a u s e  r ig h t
and  j u s t i c e  w i l l  now  h a v e  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  
to s p r e a d  o v e r  the w h o le  e a r t h .  B e c a u s e  

b e f o r e  w e  e n t e r e d  in to  th is  g r e a t  s t r u g 
g le ,  w e  g a in e d  th e  v i c t o r y  o v e r  our 
s e l v e s .  We a r e  n e w  fa c in g  a n e w  e r a .  
L e t  u s  tu r n  our h e a r t s  t o w a r d  God. w ho , 
a lo n e  i s  a b le  to  w o r k  out th ro u g h  'us  

a r e a l  b r o t h e r h o o d  of the e a r th .  A g a in ,  
w h i l e  maijLy o f  our p e o p le  w e r e  ta k e n  

w ith  th e  p la g u e ,  w e  s h o u ld  b e  d e v o u t ly  
th an k fu l th a t  no  m o r e  h o m e s  w e r e  o b 
l i g e d  to s u f f e r  t t h i s  s e r v i c e  b e
on e  fo r  th o /w h o le  p e o p le ,  n o t  s im p ly  
fo r  t h o s e  w h o 'a r e  id e n t i f i e d  w ith  s o m e  

o n e  o f  the c h u r c h e s  o f  our c i t y .  L e t  

e v e r y o n e  f e e l  that h e  h a s  the  r ig h t  to  
a s h a r e  in  t h is  m eetin g - .  T h e  h o u r  of  
the  s e r v i c e  i s  10:50  a . m .  T h e r e  w i l l  
be an  o f f e r in g  o f  tn a n k s  g iv e n ,  th is  to  
b e  s e n t  to  the  s u f f e r in g  A r m e n ia n s  and  
S y r i a n s .  L e t  u s  m a k e  th is  a l a r g e  e x 
p r e s s i o n  o f  g r a t i tu d e  to  G o d . ; W h ile  w e  
h a v e  s u f f e r e d ,  y e t  w e  h a v e  n o t  app. * 1
r o a c h e d  th e  s u f f e r in g  o f  our n e ig h b o r s  
a c r o s s  the  w a t e r .
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