
www.PointRichmondHistory.org 

Vol. XXXI  No. 4              February/March, 2013                                 $3.00 

 

 

 



0ÏÉÎÔ 2ÉÃÈÍÏÎÄ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ 

 

 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARDS, 

2013 
 

The Richmond Historic Preservation Advisory 

Commission invites nominations for the Richmond Historic 

Presentation Awards.  The nomination forms will be available 

February l, and must be returned by March 29,2013.  

The purpose of the awards program is to increase public 

awareness of Richmondôs heritage by recognizing individuals, 

organization, businesses, and agencies whose contributions 

demonstrate outstanding commitment to excellence in historic 

preservation, local history or promotion of the heritage of the 

city.  Awards will be presented at a reception in Richmond 

City Hall t Council Chambers sometime in May, National 

Preservation Month.  

In addition to public and private buildings and structures, 

historic preservation projects may include media, publications, 

presentations and exhibits, parks, burial grounds, public art, 

oral history, theater productions, events and video 

presentations. 

Any individual, group, organization or agency involved in 

historic preservation or promoting Richmondôs heritage is 

eligible to receive a Richmond Historic Preservation Award. 

Nomination forms are available on the Cityôs web 

site::www.ce.richmond.ca.us or call HPAC Committee 

member Pat Pearson at (510) 234 ï 1045 or ppearson174 

@hotmail.com and ask for a PDF copy to be emailed to you.  

You may also pick up a hard copy at the  City Hall or at the 

Point Richmond History Museum. 
Pat Pearson 
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By Mid Dornan 

From the 
President 
It is never too late to wish our members 

and friends a Joyous 2013 New Year! We 

are proud of our little Museum that was 

decorated with colorful lights and holiday 

decor and praise the volunteers who made it 

possible.  A big thank you to David Vincent 

for the seasonal poinsettia . 

In December, we were contacted by a 

website visitor from Wisconsin seeking 

information about a name found in one of 

our newsletters. This person turned out to 

be a long-lost -relative who was reunited 

with the cousin for a Happy Christmas gift! 

We like being a part of happy endings. 

This year we will be addressing our 

aging historic building which is showing 

signs of dry rot, our flag is looking a bit 

faded, and we are in need of a small storage 

space. We also want more 

input of memories and stories 

from you. 

Stop by soon to see 

whatôs new in our little 

museum!  An exciting new 

digital photo gift made 

possible by the Gateway 

Foundation, matching funds 

and Memorials will be 

coming in February. 

 

 
319 Washington Avenue. 

PRHA Archive Photo  

#00837-00 



0ÏÉÎÔ 2ÉÃÈÍÏÎÄ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ 

2                                                             THIS POINTé..in time         Vol. XXXI-4, February/March, 2013 

 

 

Thank you members for your renewal: 

Mitzi Kruse 

Velma Healy 

Wilson & Sonnie Gandola Family 

Virginia W. Smith 

Donna & Alphonso Diaz 

Zoanna Kille Family 

Royce Ong** 

Bruce & Sandra Beyaert Family 

Howard  & Jan Arnold Family 

Gino Martinucci 

Karen Fenton 

Dee Rosier 

Betty Menzie 

Judith Buhlis 

Mary Crosby & Tom Piazza Family 

Marc Bisio 

William A. Smith Family 

Evan & Lydia Jahromi Family 

John Thiella & Rosa Casazza Family** 

Les Crim 

 
A warm welcome to new members: 

Floria & Bob Jones* 

Chuck & Carolyn Dutrow 

*Gift Membership 

**Special Member, Thank You! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You!  

Santa Fe Market 
and 

Point Richmond 

Market 
 

For selling 

ñTHIS POINTé..in timeò  
For us 

 

 

 

 

Winter Museum Hours: 
Saturday 11:30 am -  2:00 pm 

Thursday 11:30 am- 2:00 pm 
 

 

Thanks to the Volunteers who open and 

close our museum two days each week 
 

Ann Bartram 

Pat Pearson 

Mid Dornan 

Bonnie Jo Cullison 

Susan Brooks 

Margaret Morkowski 

Dee Rosier 

Heinz Lankford  

The Cover: 
 

Brooks Island and Richmond Shipyard #3 

An Original work of the US Federal Government - public domain 
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Gary Shows   (510 -235-1336)  

Here is your February/March 2013 issue of 

TPIT newsletter.  My usual gratitude to our 

contributing staff.  I am sorry to hear that our 

correspondent for Our Lady of Mercy Catholic 

Church, Dee Rosier is down with an injury.  I 
wish her a speedy recovery so that she will be 

back in the next issue.  I am also sorry to report 

that you will also miss Margaret Morkowskiôs 

ñOut and About Townò section.  Margaret does 

so much for our community that she is 

overwhelmed and not able to continue her 

column.  I sincerely thank Margaret for her 

excellent contributions to this newsletter.  If 

there is someone else out there who would like 

to help us by reporting general news of what is 

going on in Point Richmond, please email me 

(gary@alkos.com). 
Thank you to the Gateway Foundation for 

the generous grant.  I will use it to install a new 

big screen in the museum that will show off our 

historical photo collection.  I have a lot of 

important tasks going on with my business right 

now, but I hope to get it up by March. 

My sincere sympathy goes to Mid Dornan 

and her family for the sudden, tragic loss of her 

son-in-law, Richard Barnes.  Richard died in an 

Interstate Highway automobile accident in 

Arkansas on January 22nd. 
 

The deadline for articles and items for the 

next issue is March 29, 2013. 

 

Volunteers at our last mailing party: 

Mid Dornan 

Pam Wilson 

Jerry Cerkanowicz 

Gary Shows 

Bonnie Jo Cullison 

Kathe Kiehn 

Heinz Lankford 

Editorôs Notes Thank You! 

Our Special Supporters! 
 

History Makers 
Doug & Rosemary Corbin 

Kathe Kiehn 

Diane & Gordon Hirano 

John A. Thiella & Rosa T. Casazza 

Umesh & Debra Kurpad 

Roberta & Richard Palfini 

Rachel Palfini 
 

Corporate Sponsor 
Timeworks Inc. Clock Company 

Stephanie, Patti & Stephen Kowalski 

First Church of Christ, Scientist 

Transcept Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
 

History Preservers 
Royce Ong 

Gilda Markarian  

Kevin, Renee & Griffin Knee 

Jean & John Knox 

Sandi Genser-Maack & Lynn Maack 

Donna Wilson 

Margaret Morkowski  

Patricia Dornan 

Maurice & Margaret Doherty 

Paul and Zoe Egger-Mukavtz  

Spiro Cakos 

Jim & Olivia Jacobs 

Burlington Willes  

Norm and Jean Reynolds 

Linda Newton 

H. Abigail Bok 
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Mid Dornan   (510 -234-5334)  

A-Mid Trivia 
QUESTION:  

Q: How many airports are there in the United 

States? 

ANSWER at end of Trivia 

*** 
Pumpkins in Point Richmond? Pretty tasty 

ones too on Belvedere under the care of Sandra and 

Bruce Beyaert. 

*** 

A proud grandmother (me) will be traveling to  

New York City to see her 17 year old grandson  

Robert Barnes play trombone at Carnegie Hall.  He 

is a finalist in the 2013 American High School 

Honors Performance Series.  While in New York I 

will see a Broadway Show and tour the Lincoln 

Center. 

*** 
Hotel Mac has been one of Point Richmondôs 

icons for over a century.  It was build it 1911 as the 

Colonial Hotel.  When fire gutted the building in 

1978, Griff Brazil and Bill Burnett, restored the 

hotel to retain its rustic ambiance.  After 30 years, 

Griff and Bill are ready for a less stressful life and 

have sold the landmark to Maureen Na who plans 

to keep the current staff and menu for the favorite 

hangout of local businesses and political elites. 

*** 

Think it doesnôt pay to report tax-evasion? 
Bradley Birkenfeld blew the whistle on the 

massive tax-evasion scheme at UBS Bank and was 

awarded $104 Million by the IRS. 

*** 

Did you know 400 trees in L.A. had to be 

removed to fit the space shuttle Endeavor on its 

route to the California Science Museum? 

*** 

PRHA founder, Donna Roselius, Port Orford, 

Oregon, stopped in the Point to visit friends and 

catch-up on PRHA before heading to Sonora to 

spend the holidays with family. 
*** 

How cool is it when a grandmother can treat 

two granddaughters to lunch when one lives in 

Washington D.C. and the other is a student at 

Whitman College , Walla Walla, Washington. 

Emileigh Williams (D.C.) was on assignment in 
Glendale, CA, while Rachel Palfini (Washington) 

was in Irvine, home for the holidays and the 

grandmother (me) from the Point was in Irvine for 

dental work.  So it happened! 

*** 

Visitor Burl Welles, Berkeley, and former 

Point resident as well as PRHA member stopped 

by the museum and brought us up- to-date on a 

favorite Travel Agent, Phyllis Skaglund! Leaving 

us for Patzcuaro, Mexico, to start a Bed and 

Breakfast a few years ago, Phyllis was so 

successful with the B&B that she never returned. 
However, it seems someone else fell in love with 

her B & B and bought her out?? AND.. Burl says 

he sends her TPIT to read!. So, Phyllis, drop us a 

line about what is happening to you. Visit our web 

site.  Do you still travel? 

*** 

An oldtimer is one who remembers when a 

Bureau was a chest of drawers. 

*** 

A doctor has a plan for easing pain that is drug 

free using static electricity. Go to the hardware 
store and get an ordinary painterôs mitt...plus a one

-foot section of PVC pipe about an inch wide. 

Create an electric charge by rubbing the pipe 

vigorously with the mitt for one minute. then 

slowly sweep the pipe over the painful area. Move 

in a head-to-toe direction about a half inch away 

from your skin. After 3 or 4 passes, recharge the 

pipe by rubbing it again with the mitt. Keep 

repeating the process until pain is gone which is 

usually within a few minutes. Try it! 

I didnôt. If it works, lets us know. 

*** 
Moviegoers who use their non dominant hand 
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to eat popcorn eat 13% less. 

*** 

History members, Kenny and Kay Madison 

from Springfield, Oregon, visited our museum in 

December. 
*** 

Wonder if you have bad breath? Lick the 

inside of your wrist, wait 4 seconds, then smell. 

*** 

Roman numerals for forty (40) are XL. 

*** 

 

CORRECTION:  In the last issue I called 

Point Richmondôs Transcept Pharmaceuticalôs 

new sleep aid drug ZzzQuill.  Actually, the new 

product is called Intermezzo.  Look out for new 

television commercials on the product soon. 
*** 

The easiest way to find something lost 

around the house, is to buy a replacement. 

*** 

ANSWER: There are 19,782 airports in the 

U.S. The most in the world. Coming up in the next issue of 

ñTHIS POINTé.in timeò PRHA 

founder Donna Roselius will tell us 

about the origins of our current 

standing Indian Statue. 

Corner of Santa Fe and Piedmont 

 

 

PRHA Photo Archive #0835-oo 
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By Dee Rosier 
510-232-1387 

drosier@sbcglobal.net 

 

For 2013 I wish you: 

 

12 months of happiness 
52 Weeks of fun 

365 Days good health 

8,760 Hours of love 

525,600 Minutes of blessings 
315,300,0 seconds of joy  

 

I am wishing this to everyone from my 
hospital bed.  I am starting off the new year on 

the left foot!  I'll soon be in a Skilled Nursing 

Facility for healing to hasten the trip back 

home. 
Everything can change in the wink of an 

eye, but donôt worry, God never blinks. 

 
Get well soon Deeé..Gary 

 

By Jean Reynolds 
510-235-2988 

jeanormr@pacbell.net 

Thanksgiving ï For the first time, the entire 

meal was prepared and served from the church 

kitchen. Certain features contributed to a successful 

event: an additional refrigerator the UMW donated; 

close maintenance of the Wolf Stove prior to 

Thanksgiving, courtesy of Bill Thompson, Jonathan 

Swett and Paul Garnett; two new mobile cutting-

block storage islands to use for work space (thank 

you, Methodist women!), pie served from the side 

table in Friendship Hall to save space in the kitchen, 
musicians in the side pocket (Sunday school room), 

and drinks dispensed from behind Door Number 

Three. Fran Smith coordinated the volunteers, set-

up crew, cleanup, and donations. She is a national 

treasure. 

Our generous donors: Caf® Altura, El 

Cerrito Natural Food Grocery, Foster Van 

Lines, Hotel Mac, Pikhana Brazilian Restaurant, 

Point Richmond Market, Salute E Vita 

Ristorante, and Santa Fe Market. Please 

patronize the businesses who supported us, and say, 

Church News 
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ñthank you,ò for their community involvement. 

Numerous pie providers: Matthew and Jennifer 

Foster, Molly Smith, Pat Pearson, Julie Simmons, 

Fran Smith, Jean Reynolds, Mark Ellis, and Terri 

Fewins-Pittman. 

Master chefs Paul Garnett, Tinna 

Manansala and Shirley Ramirez prepared the 

dinner with help from a raft of auxiliary 

volunteers: Jay Sullivan, Terry Cullinane, Doreen 

Leighton, Deborah Doctor, Matt Foster, Richard 

Smith, Mid Dornan, Kathe Keihn, Heinz 

Lankford, Steve Shank, Terri Pittman, and Jean 

Reynolds.   

Serving, setup, ambiance and cleanup: 

Karen Bianchini and Mark Ellis brought their 

holiday visitors to help: Mark C. Ellis, Logan 

Ellis, and Anne Clark. They waited table with 
great attention to the comfort of our guests, and 

cleaned the dining area afterward. Kit Eakle and 

Peggy Geary arrived with smiles and offered to 

help at noon. Doreen Leighton, Nick Pollutro, Sara 

Remington, Eric Dowden, Camille Garnett, 

Deborah Doctor, and Terri Pittman all served ably. 

Dan Damon, Eileen Johnson, and Tom Belton 

played piano, bass and drum to add a classy aura 

to the party. David Reynolds, Kathe Kiehn, Heinz 

Langford, and Jean Reynolds finished cleanup that 

day followed by Sandra Kokoruda, Sean Mefford, 
and Jesse Mefford who hauled everything back to 

storage.  

It is a big production to serve such a delicious 

sit-down dinner for our community. We could not 

do it without our generous local businesses, deep 

support of volunteers and other donors, expertise 

of our chefs, people willing to come to dinner, and 

the resource of having this wonderful space, 

perfect for our use. Thanksgiving really did give 

us more reasons to be thankful! 

Late in November, Tanya Cothran, Executive 

administrator of non-profit Spirit in Action 
International (SIA), was our speaker at worship. 

SIA offers micro-grants and loans to people who 

aspire to start a business. It serves areas in several 

countries in Africa.  

We sold a wide variety of baked goods and 

craft items at the Bake Sale December 15 at the 

Point Richmond Community Center. Next year we 

hope to have more pies and cakes since those sold 

out early! Pat Dornan made sure every purchase 
was wrapped with flair. 

Sarah Thompson was home from UC Irvine 

over the holidays, and led us all in a rowdy version 

of ñGo Where I Send Theeò, complete with all the 

actions, in worship during the Christmas season. 

Sarah has her own radio show and can be heard by 

early risers or insomniacs on Thursday mornings 

from 4:00 to 6:00 a.m. at ǿǿǿΦƪǳŎƛΦƻǊƎ 

December 30, we joyfully received new 

members Debbie Benko and Betty Graham.  

Tammara Plankers found an additional way 

for us to celebrate the Christmas season: she 
directed a musical pageant to tell the story of 

Jesusô birth. She cast several members of the 

Masquersô theater group, and recruited seven 

young angels who sang glad tidings.  The All-Star 

CAST included: Reader, Robert Love; Mary, 

Sophie Gabel-Scheinbaum; Joseph, Coley 

Grundman; Gabriel, Kyle Johnson; Angel, Mia 

Thorp; and Wise Men, Derrick Silva, Gill 

Stanfield, and LaMont Ridgell. Choir of Angels: 

Mia Thorp, Zoe Thorp, Riley Landon, Tyrah 

Weems, Zaynah Weems, Alice Cropsey, and 

Cecilia Butt. Shepherds: Alice Thompson, Richard 
Smith, Norm Reynolds and Jean Reynolds. The 

Joyful Noise Choir sang and Jennifer Metz-Foster 

played cello. The cast performed the Readersô 

Digest version of the pageant on Sunday morning, 

December 23, and then pulled out all the stops for 

a performance that evening. The sanctuary was 

packed and everyone enjoyed the music, action, 

and elegant costumes.  

A crowd came to the Christmas Eve Jazz 

Service. The angels from the pageant the previous 

day sang the first verse of ñSilent Nightò. Other 
guest vocalists that evening: Dave Tattershall; 

Sara Remington; Gill Stanfield on lead with back 

up vocals by Alice Thompson, Richard Smith, 

Norm Reynolds and Dan Damon; Paula Helene; 
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Bethany Reynolds; and Sheilani Alix. Heather 

Damon read and sang the words to the ñFriendly 

Beastsò illustrated book for children. Liam 

Thompson read the Christmas story from Luke. 

Members of the band: Dan Damon, piano, Kurt 
Ribak, keyboard bass, Lincoln Adler, sax, Randy 

Odell, drums. It was a special treat to see Jamela 

Smith Folds, with daughters Irish, Haven and their 

newest baby sister Clover.   

On the Calendar: 

Acoustic Concert Series, Friday, February 

8, 8:00 p.m.: Point Richmondôs own resident folk 

diva, Claudia Russell, brings her eclectic blend of 

folk, blues and pop. Russell performs with The 

Folk Unlimited Orchestra, featuring Bruce 

Kaplan on guitar and mandolin and Tom Tally on 

viola and violin.  Songwriter Monica Pasqual of 
the San Francisco based band, Blame Sally, opens 

the show. Tickets are $15.   

March 8, 8:00 p.m., Laurie Lewis, Queen of 

Bluegrass: See details at the website: 

www.pointacoustic.org <http://

www.pointacoustic.org/>  

 

Saturday, February 9, Gardening at Pat 

Dornan and Linda Pereiraôs, 9 am to noon: We 

will weed, prune and rake to help them spruce for 

spring. RSVP to Barbara Haley: (510) 232-5358 

or bahcats@sbcglobal.net. Rain postpones. 

 

To recognize the start of Lent: Thursday, 
February 14, 6:30 p.m. Call to Prayer and Self 

Denial service and supper. The women of Easter 

Hill United Methodist Church, 3911 Cutting 

Boulevard, Richmond, will host. Richmond First 

UMC presents the program. All are invited.  

Easter Sunday, March 31, 2013: We will 

celebrate all morning, so people can join for their 

favorite parts. ñSunriseò Worship in the garden, 

8:00 a.m.; Breakfast, 9:00 a.m.; Sunday school for 

all ages, 10:00 a.m.; Formal worship in the 

sanctuary, 11:00 a.m.; Easter Egg hunt for 

elementary ages and below at approx. 12:15 p.m.  
Special music is guaranteed at both services. Walk 

the labyrinth in the garden at 8:00 a.m. or later on 

your own. 

Sweetheart Dinner: On a date still to be 

determined in March. We will have a grand dinner 

celebration to honor someone we all love. Check 

the website below for details mid-February. 

For updates to the calendar see the website: 

pointrichmond.com/methodist/  

ON TRAC... 
This 14th New Year Report by TRAC, the Trails for Richmond Action Committee, highlights 2012 

achievements and describes plans for completing the San Francisco Bay Trail in Richmond. Starting in 

January 2000, these reports centered on a map showing the 30 miles of Bay Trail to be built.  This report 

presents a new format because the 10.8 miles of gaps remaining are focused in only three areas, i.e. the 

Ferry Point Loop, Point Pinole Regional Shoreline and between the Plunge & Point San Pablo. Richmond 

now has more than 31 miles of Bay Trail in place -- exceeding all other cities on this planned 500-mile 

hiking and biking route encircling San Francisco and San Pablo Bays. 2012 was marked locally by solid 

progress across all phases of work required to close gaps. This included obtaining trail easements, planning 

alignments, preparing environmental impact reports, designing trail sections, building new rails and 

celebrating their completion. Last but not least, $2,074,000 in new funding was obtained to conduct the 

above work.                                                                                                                                         Mid 
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WWIC, Est. 1908               Kathleen Wimer 

News from the Womenôs Westside Improvement Club 

Womenôs Westside Improvement Club 

members not only enjoyed camaraderie and food 

together at our brown bag luncheon in November 

and in December at our annual gala holiday 

luncheon.  (Calvert Barrows, Mary Lee Cole, and 
Linda Newton hosted the earlier; Kathy 

Branstetter, Susan Brooks, and Diane Marie the 

latter.) We also learned a lot about housing 

options for seniors from Mary K Stegner, a 

psychology professor and clinician who heads 

The Stegner Registry Elder Referral Service.   

Ms. Stegner, speaking at our November 

meeting, encourages that seniors remain flexible 

and open in considering housing options, rather 

than insisting ñnever,ò particularly regarding 

nursing homes.  Instead, Ms. Stegner emphasizes 

that seniors and their families concentrate 
consideration of care and housing choices on 

three primary needs and wants:  safety, 

psychological/medical, and social.  Then, in 

consideration of these needs and wants, one of 

three available options may serve most suitably.  

These options include: 

Independent living within a sheltered 

environment where residents may have assistance 

with activities of daily living, when warranted, 

which is provided by care givers who come into 

residentsô homes from outside the facility.  
Usually such in-home visits mean a minimum of 

four hours of care per visit at a cost of from $20 to 

$25 an hour.  Medicare pays for some in-home 

health care. 

Assisted care facilities where residents need 

help with more activities of daily living.  Such 

facilities are licensed and staffed with people who 

have a minimum of 48 hours of training.  Assisted 

care provides socialization options not always 

available at home. 

Nursing homes are licensed to provide care to 

people with skilled nursing needs. There are 

approximately five conditions that require nursing 

home rather than assisted care. Medicare covers 

nursing home costs, but not all nursing homes 

accept Medicare payments.  On average, the 
majority of people stay in skilled nursing facilities 

for about six months and benefit from family 

members or others providing strong advocacy on 

their behalf. 

Ms. Stegner also mentioned several other 

resources available to support senior living.  

Senior centers, she says, are life savers for those 

who can get out and go.  Fifty-five years of age is 

generally the optimal time for purchasing a long 

term care insurance policy.  It generally covers 

assisted care, nursing homes, or in-home care.  

Hospice care can be supplied in oneôs home, in a 
nursing home, or an assisted care community that 

has a hospice waiver. 

In closing, Ms. Stegner passed on a hot tip:  

Every elderly person should have an emergency 

medical button.  Vital Link uses a sliding income 

scale in charging for the emergency medical 

buttons it sells. 

Ms. Stegner may be reached at (510) 664-

4427 or at mkstegner@aol.com.  Her web site is 

www.stegnerregistery.com . 

We also learned about something else ï 
Nextdoor Point Richmond, a web-based social 

network available exclusively to Point Richmond 

residents.  According to a Nextdoor press release, 

the ñfree online platform [is] designed to foster 

neighbor-to-neighbor communication.ò  On this 

private website neighbors ñcan ask questions, get 

to know one another and exchange local advice 

and recommendations.ò  Point Richmond 

residents may join the site at 

https:ptrichmond.nextdoor.com. 

We learned from Mari Sanger, Margaret 
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Morkowskiôs guest at the November meeting and a 

Mary Kay Cosmetics representative, that the Bay 

Area Rescue Mission has 325 beds, 100 or more of 

them most often used by women.  Ms. Sanger 

committed Mary Kay Cosmetics in the region to 
delivering 100 skin care and cosmetics bags ï each 

worth $100 ï to the women who use the Rescue 

Mission and then to teaching them how to use the 

products.  Ms. Sanger sought corporate and 

individual donations to help pay for the bags. 

What else did we learn?  Aha.  First, the bad 

news: Altha Humphrey gave up coordination of 

Knit ónô Such. The good news: Teri Phillips began 

coordinating Knit ónô Such January 9, 2013.  Knit 

ónô Such meets every first Wednesday at the Point 

Richmond Community Center from 12:30 to 2:30 

pm. 
The Womenôs Westside Improvement Club 

made history in December.  For the first time in our 

more than one hundred year history, members 

agreed unanimously to endorse a policy issue on the 

Richmond City Council agenda.  We agreed to 

support a resolution requesting that city staff write 

an ordinance for Council consideration. If adopted, 

the ordinance would supply the option to limit 

formula restaurants in the cityôs designated 

neighborhood commercial districts, such as Point 

Richmondôs.  Close observers will recall the 
suggestion for such an ordinance arose from 

discussion within the Point Richmond 

Neighborhood Council in response to a proposed 

Subway sandwich shop.  The resolution passed City 

Council.  Now we await the city staffôs draft of the 

proposed ordinance getting introduced to the 

Council for action. 

We had a great time at our December Holiday 

Party with the help of Pastor Dan of the United 

Methodist Church who entertained and 

accompanied us on the piano.  Marion Kent 

supplied the lyrics for caroling.  Connie Lompaôs 
collection of stuffed felt ornaments graced the 

tables.  At one or the other of our December or 

November meetings, we enjoyed the additional 

camaraderie of several guests: Sharon Bouticci, 

Carla Bowman, Kathryn Dienst, Margaret Jordan, 

and Barbara Robertson. 

Now, as we enter 2013, we look forward to a 

couple of exciting events.  At our February 5 brown 

bag luncheon, we will determine recipients of this 

yearôs donations. We always look forward to 

encouraging the improvements to Point Richmond 
which our funds can support. And our Past Past 

President, Margaret Morkowski, has been 

shepherding a long-awaited and very exciting 

project toward completion.  We plan an unveiling of 

the new Point Richmond map which will replace the 

one currently at the corner of Park Place and East 

Richmond. 

Connie Lompaôs stuffed felt ornaments 
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Expecting Isabel, the 1998 play by award-winning playwright Lisa Loomer, opens January 18 at 

Masquers Playhouse in Point Richmond. This savvy comedy tells of a young coupleôs difficulties 

in conceiving, and their funny and heart-breaking adventures ð and the broadly comic 

characters they encounter along the way ð in the fertility trade, the adoption industry, and in 

their own outrageous families. 

The cast includes Richard Friedlander, David Irving, Rachel Kaplan, Abhi Katyal, Katina 

Letheule, Shay Oglesby-Smith, Loralee Windsor and Vicki Zabarte. Directed by Michael Sally. 

Performances are Fridays and Saturdays at 8 pm with Sunday Matinees at 2:00 pm on January 

27 and February 3. The show plays through February 23. Tickets are $22 and all seats are 

general admission. Tickets can be purchased on line at www.masquers.org or by calling (510) 

232-4031. The playhouse is located off of Highway 580 (Richmond Parkway exit) at 105 Park 

Place, Point Richmond across from the Hotel Mac. 

A dinner benefit performance will be held on Sunday, February 17 at 2 pm. Dinner is at the Hotel 

Mac and tickets for this performance are $50. 

at the Masquers 

Expecting Isabel 
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This summer of 1901 photo from our Don Church Collection is one of our earliest images of Point Richmond.  Smokey Row is in the foreground.  You can see 

which buildings are the oldest in town.  150 Washington Avenue is next to the later destroyed Critchett Hotel.  

This photo #0071-DC was enhanced by Thomas Mercer-Hursh. 


