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The Richmond Historic Preservation Advisory Committee invites nominations 

for the Richmond Historic Preservation Awards, 2011.  The nomination form will 

be available in February and is due March 31, 2011. 

The purpose of the awards program is to increase public awareness of 

Richmondôs heritage by recognizing individuals, organizations, businesses, and 

agencies whose contributions demonstrate outstanding commitment to excellence 

in historic preservation, local history or promotion of the heritage of the city. 

Awards will be presented in at a reception in May, National Preservation Month. 

In addition to public and private buildings and structures, historic preservation 

projects may include media, publications, presentations and exhibits, parks, burial 

grounds, public art, oral history, theater productions, events and video 

presentations. 

Any individual, group, organization or agency involved in historic preservation 

or promoting Richmondôs heritage is eligible to receive a Richmond Historic 

Preservation Award. 

Nominations will be evaluated on the basis of one or more of the following: 

Active involvement with a relatively wide variety of historic and/or prehistoric 

resources. 

Contribution to the preservation of and/or the promotion of Richmondôs 

historic and/or prehistoric resources. 

Initiative in pursuing preservation activities that are not required by law and 

which do not reflect the organizationôs mandate. 

Home Front Award: the National Park Service, through the Rosie the Riveter/

World War II Home Front National Historical Park, will sponsor a ñHome Front 

Awardò to recognize an individual, project, program or publication that preserves 

a home front site or structure, or that promotes recognition and understanding of 

this important historical period in Richmondôs history.  

Nomination forms will be available on the Cityôs website: 

www.ci.richmond.ca.u or call HPAC Committee member Pat Pearson at (510) 234-

2532 or ppearson174@hotmail.com and ask for a PDF copy to be emailed to you.  

You may pick up a hard copy at City Hall or at the Point Richmond History 

Museum. 

Historic Preservation Awards, 2011 
Report by Sandi Genser-Maack, Chair, HPAC Awards Committee 
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By Mid Dornan 

From the 
President 

1 

More visitors are stopping by our little 
museum as more people are taking our 

historic Walking Tour of Point Richmond.  

The Gateway Foundation's annual generous 

gifts to non-profit organizations for 
improvements in the Point are evident in the 

downtown triangle with the planting of new 

trees, landscaping, a water system, historical 
bronze plaques, and soon a map of the Point 

by the Firehouse. Also, the Point Richmond 

History Association, under the guidance of 
Patricia Pearson, will be providing historical 

window plaques identifying the historic 

buildings in the downtown Point Triangle.  It 

is the many non-profit groups working 
together that keep the charm of our little 

community.  Whether you are downtown for 

shopping, eating or just for a cup of coffee, 
stop by when our Museum is open. 

Park Place in 1953 

 

PRHA photo archive 

#0563 From Royce 

Ong 

 

Enhanced by Thomas 

Mercer-Hursh 
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Thank you members for your renewal: 

Karen Shaw 

Jack N. Sevberth 

William A. Smith 

Bob Larsen 

Jay & Karen Fenton Family 

John A. Theilla & Rosa T. Casazza** 

Alphonso & Donna Diaz Family 

Madeline Albright 

Ellen Schaefer 

Dee Rosier 

Pat Dornan 

Fred Beesley 

Susan Reynolds Prine 

Shirley & Tom Butt Family 

George Coles 

Michael Cooper 

Spiro Cakos** 

Henry Gondola 

Wilson & Sonja Gandola 

Penny Canario 

Pam Wilson 

Ann Bartram 

Betty Menzie 

Zoanna Kille 

Jim & Olivia Jacobs** 

Mary Crosby & Tom Piazza Family 

Thomas N. Burt, Jr. 

Royce Ong** 

Bruce and Sandra Beyaert Family 

Judith Buhlis 

Emile & Edwyna Pleau 

Marcelina B. Smith 

Gary Shows Family 

Bonnie Jo Cullison Family 

Mid Dornan 

Sonja Darling 

 
*Gift Membership 

**Special Member, Thank You! 
Thank you members for your renewal: 

Warm welcome to new members: 

Alan LaPointe 

Sue Squires Unser 

 
Thank You!  

Santa Fe Market 
and 

Point Richmond Market 
 

For selling 

ñTHIS POINTé..in timeò  
For us 

 

 

Museum Hours: 
Saturday 11:30- 2:00 pm 

Thursday 11:30- 2:00 pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cover: 

Then and now, Historic photo (circa 1953) is PRHA 

Archive #0565-ONG from Royce Ong 

Modern photo by Thomas Mercer-Hursh 

2 
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Gary Shows   (510 -235-1336)  

Pretty good winter so far.  Plenty of rain and 

plenty of breaks with lots of sunshine.  And 

Daylight Savings returns in a month, I look 

forward to getting home from work in daylight. 

Here is your February/March 2011 issue of 
TPIT.  I give my usual thank you to all of our 

contributors. 

Thank you to William Sagar of the Fairfax 

Historical Society for sending us his research on 

the whaling station in Point Richmond.  Look 

forward to reading about this interesting subject 

in a future issue. 

Anyone care to date our aerial photo 

centerfold? 

Thanks to my neighbor Royce Ong for 

giving us his early 1950ôs pictures.  I encourage 

anyone who has historic Point photos to loan 
them to me so that I can scan them and make 

them available to everyone. 

It is so nice to have my life return to 

somewhat normal after my partner Jerryôs major 

surgery.  I am happy to say that he is doing quite 

well, he eats a well and gets around just fine with 

a little help from a cane. 

 

The deadline for articles and items for the 

next issue is March 25, 2011. 

Editorôs 
Notes 

Thank You! 

Our Special Supporters! 
 

History Makers 
Doug & Rosemary Corbin 

Kathe Kiehn 

Transcept Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Christopher Spencer 

Diane & Gordon Hirano 

John A. Thiella & Rosa T. Casazza 

 

Corporate Sponsor 

Timeworks Inc. Clock Company 

Stephanie, Patti & Stephen Kowalski 

First Church of Christ, Scientist 
 

History Preservers: 

Royce Ong 

Gilda Markarian  

Kevin, Renee & Griffin Knee 

Jean & John Knox 

Sandi Genser-Maack & Lynn Maack 

Thomas Mercer-Hursh & Theresa de Valencé 

John & Nancy Mengshol 

Donna Wilson 

Linda Andrew-Marshall 

Margaret Morkowski  

Patricia Dornan 

Bob & Ellie Strauss 

Norm Hantzsche 

Maurice A. Doherty 

Michelle Healy 

Paul and Zoe Mukavtz 

Spiro Cakos 

Jim & Olivia Jacobs 

There were some houses of ñill fameò along 

Railroad Avenue, behind the Police Station and 

Firehouse.  In the teens and 1920ôs we younger 

ñkidsò wondered who occupied those places!  

The subject among older kids was always hush-

hush, so naturally it caused us to wonder. 

Harold Shawl 
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Mid Dornan   (510 -234-5334)  

A-Mid Trivia 
Q: Pony Express riders carried only 34,753 

pieces of mail between Missouri  and California. 

How long did the Pony Express service last? 

Answer at end of Trivia. 

*** 

Why doesnôt glue stick to the inside of the 

bottle? 

*** 

Sue (Squires) Unser, Carmel, and Dianne 

(Squires) McIntosh, (Coursgus)took time to enjoy 

a nostalgic swim in the new Natatorium Plunge 

when they attended Memorial services for their 

father, George Edward Squires. 

*** 

Edna Wickershim Hathaway, Hanford,is 

looking for a 1936 Richmond High School Shield. 

*** 

Does anyone have a picture of Ralph Kendrick 
as a Lifeguard at the old Natatorium? Call 510.234

-5334 or send a message to our Museum, 139 1/2 

Washington Avenue, Point Richmond, 94801. 

*** 

Arlene Rodini didnôt plan on celebrating the 

holidays restrained in her home with a broken 

ankle. 

*** 

Point Richmond History founder, Donna 

Roselius, stopped in the Point enroute from Port 

Orford, Oregon, to Sonora where she spent her 

Christmas with her granddaughter, Kyli, and 

grandson, Eric, and their spouses.  During the brief 

stay some old friends enjoyed  visiting with her 

too. 

*** 

Is Websterôs Dictionary in danger of being 

obsolette?  It is likely if you use a computer.  With 

the ñspell checkò ability one tends to click on 

without really learning the correct spelling.  When 

penning a letter how can one ólook upô a word in 

the dictionary without knowing how to spell it? 

*** 

The new Point drive-by mailbox in the bus 

stop area is a convenient and easy way  

to drop off mail! 

*** 

In January 1914, Henry Ford introduced a $5 a 

day minimum wage scale. 

*** 

Most American made car horns beep in the 

tone of ñFò. 

*** 

Not until Herbert Hoover was U.S. President 

in 1929, did the U.S. Chief Executive have a 

private telephone in his office. (The telephone had 

been invented 53 years earlier).  The booth in the 

White House hallway had served as the presidents 

private phone before one was installed in the oval 

office. 

*** 

Cold, windy weather hasnôt deterred many 

from enjoying the new facilities at the remodeled 

Natatorium.  But, the dressing room non-

functioning heaters makes for a hasty dressing and 

retreat after the swim. 

*** 

How can two bags of groceries turn into four 

bags of garbage? 

*** 

Check with the Point Librarian to join the 

Book Club which meets monthly on a Monday 

from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

*** 

Undaunted by North Dakota weather in 

February, Sonja Darling will spend the  

month visiting her 93 year-old mother and other 

siblings. 

*** 

The Point San Pablo Yacht Club is the site for 

the Methodist Church Annual Sweetheart Dinner 

óFUNôd raiser on Friday, February 18th which will 
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honor Robert Love of the Masquers. 

*** 

On October 3, Germany paid the very last 

installment of the $33 billion debt levied by the 

1919 Treaty of Versailles for starting WW1.  The 

fines crippled the German economy at the time, 

leading to resentment that fueled the Nazisô rise 

to power.  Adolf Hitler refused to pay reparations 
during his rule.  Most of the money will be 

distributed among private individuals and 

pension funds.  (Hitler was a twin that died at 

birth. (US News) 

*** 

Taylor Bradshaw, St. Mary's College 

Sophomore, was part of a group of students that 

spent three weeks in Israel studying, traveling 
and visiting families throughout the region. 

*** 

Floria (Crim) Jones, a National Park Ranger 

working in Ozark National Park, is visiting 

family and while here is volunteering for one 

month in the Rosie the Riveter National 

Homefront National Park.  Stop by for a visit. 

*** 

While her older sister, Taylor, went to Israel 

Regan Bradshaw, Senior at Terra Linda High in 

San Rafael, is leaving in February with the 

school Nicaragua Club for ten days to visit 

schools, hospitals and orphanages in Nicaragua. 

This is her second year volunteering and the 
students take gifts of clothing, toys, school 

supplies.  A favorite of the locals is having their 

photos taken. Taylor and Regan are 

grandchildren of Sonja and Joe Darling and 

daughters of Chris and David Bradshaw. 

*** 

Answer:  18 Months, 21 days. The Pony 

Express lasted from April 3, 1860, to late 
October 1861.  183 men are known to have 

ridden for the Pony Express during its operation 

of just over 18 months.  The Cost of Mail was 

$5.00 per 1/2 ounce at the beginning.  By the end 

of the Pony Express, the price had dropped to 

$1.00 per 1/2 ounce. 

PRHA photo 

archive #0713  from 

Vali Cooper 

 

Enhanced by 

Thomas Mercer-

Hursh 
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By Dee Rosier 

510-232-1387 

drosier@sbcglobal.net  

 

It seems like yesterday when a greeting was 

extended welcoming you to 2010 and here we are 
again welcoming 2011.  My how time flies! 

We begin the New Year with the shingle job 

completed.  It was a much needed endeavor, as well 

as expensive.  Aided by generous donations, we 

were able to pay as we went along.  At one point, 

we were able to visually view a section of the 

original siding.  The needed painting to all 

reachable parts was also completed.  It was an all-

American endeavor, work done by local craftsmen, 

the red cedar shingles purchased by an Oregon 

distributor ï even the paint was made in the U.S.A.  
Now that the scaffolding has been removed, it is up 

to us to figure out how to remove the holiday 

wreath!  The only injury that occurred was a Station 

of the Cross that fell and we are again left with how 

to either replace or repair.   

Thanks to those that cleaned and decorated the 

church for the holidays.  As usual, it glowed for the 

Christmas Masses.  Christmas Eve Mass was 

celebrated at our usual 8:00PM time.  Along with 

the outstanding musical presentation, we 

experienced a full house.  After Mass there was a 

social gathering in the church hall hosted by Fred 

and Diane Siegmund.   

Father David hosted a dinner to show his 

appreciation to all the volunteers that help in so 
many ways (Acolytes, Eucharistic Ministers, 

lectors, ushers, parish council members, etc.). 

Thanks is also extended to Nancy and Stanley 

Toledo who each year take charge of the Giving 

Tree and see that the donations are delivered to 

Childrenôs Hospital. 

We continue to collect food for donation to the 

local food banks, as well as used, clean clothing.  A 

barrel for the food donations is available at the 

church entrance.  Clothing can be left in the church 

hall.  Now that we have a freezer in the church hall, 

items can be bought at bargain prices and frozen for 
later donations. 

In the seven years since Father David has been 

with us, there have been more weddings and 

baptisms than in the years previous to his arrival.  In 

December we witnessed four more children 

receiving their First Holy Communion. 

While we were experiencing record cold and 

rain, Father was in Hawaii enjoying warmer 

weather.  He took along his cell phone and laptop in 

order to keep in touch.  While he was away, visiting 

priest, Father Leong brought back feelings of 
childhood when he conducted a question/answer 

session in church.  We all wished we could have 

become invisible and not called upon. 

The parish directory continues to be a work in 

progress.  Being included is strictly voluntary, but 

do not desire to exclude anyone.   

For the third successive year, Katherine and 

Michael Workman hosted our annual Epiphany 

dinner.  Those that braved the cold evening enjoyed 

a superb dinner prepared by Dennis and Lynn 

Amantite. 

Parishioners using contribution envelopes will 
find their assigned boxes for 2011 available on a 

table to the left of the church doors.  Users will 

receive a listing of their annual contributions in 

January.   

The Sacrament of the sick was recently 

administered to those who have a chronic, serious 

Church News 
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illness or condition who could benefit from the 

prayers and support. 

Work continues on the parish webpage ï 

Point Richmond Catholic.  More information is 

being added.  There is a listing of parish practices 
and regulations for the Sacraments ï baptisms, 

weddings, funerals, First Communion, etc.  As 

soon as it can be figured out, the bulletin will be 

included, as well as Fatherôs homilies.  Also to be 

added will be a virtual tour of the parish, a series 

of pictures of the church and town. 

With a respite in the rain, the roses in the 

garden have been pruned in order to put on their 

colorful splash in the spring. 

If you enjoyed attending the pancake 

breakfasts, they resume on February 20.  For the 

$8.00 price you cannot beat the hearty breakfast. 
The side door of the church entrance will be 

replaced as well as the church hall door.  After 

mentioning the replacements at Mass, a 

parishioner stepped forward and presented Father 

with a check to cover the cost.  We are indeed 

blessed by their generosity. 

We continue to support the local souper 

kitchen.  Volunteers who wish to assist in serving 

are always welcome on the fourth Monday of the 

month.  Contact Edwina Murray ï 233-7529. 

The daytime Bible Study Group has resumed 
and meets on the third Thursday of the month.  

The December get together was held at the home 

of Dody Perry. 

It seems once a parishioner, always a 

parishioner.  During the holidays, we welcomed 

Rick and Linda Duste back into the fold.  They 

presently reside in Houston.  Rick even found time 

to volunteer as a server at the souper kitchen.  

Also welcome was Steve Shaffer and his family. 

To celebrate her 90th birthday in February, 

Amelia Drake and her entire family will enjoy a 

Hawaiian trip.   
If you thought you had seen Marie, Peckham 

ï you did!  Marie is here to support her friend, 

Judy Travers, who had knee surgery. 

A 3-year old accompanied by his mother to 

the distribution of Communion, looked up to 

Acolyte, Javier Lopez, and innocently said, ñCan I 

have one?ò  After Mass Javier sought the 

youngster and explained why he could not 

participate.  Youôve got to love them! 
Continue to remember in your prayers, Al 

Frosini, John Gerk, Frankie Mello, Katherine 

Workman, Dody Perry, Bill Smith, Anna Schwarz 

and previous parishioner, Steve Shaffer. 

Happy January birthday Grandson Griffin.  

Ama will always love you. 

 

See you in church. 

 

WISHING YOU: 

12 MONTHS OF HAPPINESS 

52 WEEKS OF FUN 
365 DAYS OF GOOD HEALTH 

8760 HOURS OF LOVE 

525,600 MINUTES OF BLESSING 

AND 

3153,000 SECONDS OF JOY  

PRHA photo archive #0235 from Don Church, 

enhanced by Thomas Mercer-Hursh 
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By Jean Reynolds 

510-235-2988 

jeanormr@pacbell.net 

 

(235-2988, jeanormr@pacbell.net) 

On November 25, businesses from Point 

Richmond and beyond and the church community 
provided and served a sit-down Thanksgiving Day 

feast! Eighty-three people had dinner in 

Friendship Hall, entertained by a live jazz trio, and 

waited on by an attentive team of volunteers. Sixty

-seven meals went home to enjoy alone or with 

family. Deby McFadyen oversaw the planning and 

implementation of the feast. A lot of volunteers 

made it possible. Most of the food was prepared at 

BarkstixÓ and in the church kitchen, guided by 
Paul Garnett, Tinna Manansala, and Mim Drake. 

After dinner, we delivered leftovers to the Bay 

Area Rescue Mission. Kitchen staff at the Mission 

received the remaining salad gratefully. They were 

all out of greens and due to serve Thanksgiving 

dinner within the hour.  Contributing businesses 
included: El Sol, The Spot Liquors, Little 

Louieôs, Pt. Richmond Market, Barkstix, 

Pikanhaôs, Santa Fe Market, Caf® Altura, 

Starbucks Coffee, The Art Lounge, Point 

Realty, Hotel Mac, Safeway, Edibles, and Up 

and Under. Thank you to the businesses, other 

donors, volunteers, and all who came to share a 

meal! 

The United Methodist Women had a potluck 

party on December 4 at Russ and Kristi Johnsonôs 

home in Martinez. We collected gifts for the 

Rescue Mission, remembered Christmases past at 
Helen Valentineôs home, and were thankful for the 

start of a new tradition. Pat Dornan adopted three 

children to gift during Christmas, with help from 

church friends. Helen Wysham asked for warm 

sox to take to the Mission: she got a huge 

basketful to warm the feet of those in need. We 

collected new or gently used coats and blankets 

for the GRIP give-away during the coldest part of 

the winter. 

We met at El Sobrante United Methodist 

Church on December 11 for a joint Christmas 

Concert: The Joyful Noise Choir, the El Sobrante 
Adult Choir, Hand bell Choir, Praise Band, and 

liturgical dancers were all part of the program. 

Pastor Dan was particularly versatile: in the course 

of the concert he played piano, accordion, sang a 

duet, directed the choir, moved the podium and 

played hand bells. Eileen Johnson took turns 

directing the choirs and playing the organ. She is 

the music director at El Sobrante UMC and has a 

hand in all of their musical endeavors. 

On December 18, a rainy day at the Point 

Richmond Community Center, we sponsored a 
Holiday Bake Sale. Pastor Dan made the browsing 

more festive ï he played tunes of the season on the 

piano. Fran Smith, Mid Dornan, and Pat Dornan 

sold delicious and eye-appealing holiday baked 

goods packaged in ribbon and cellophane for 

gifting or to transport home.  

December 24 we had perhaps the best ever 

Jazz Christmas Eve service. Musical guests 

included Paula Helene, Dave Tattershall, Claudia 

Russell and Bruce Kaplan, Gill Stanfield, Heather 

Damon, Bethany Reynolds and the Dan Damon 

Quartet, with Kurt Ribak, Lincoln Adler, and 
Randy Odell. Kurt shuttled to several Christmas 

Eve programs that night, and left a spare bass at 

the church so he could make the transition more 

easily.  We were glad he took extra effort to be 

there with us. Kelsey Tostenson sang the first 

verse of Silent Night flawlessly in Spanish. A 
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couple in the front pew had just flown in from Italy: 

they were charmed to hear the carol sung in a 

language that was more familiar to them than 

English. Manuel Navidad read the Christmas Story 

to a dozen or more children; Liam Thompson read 
from the Gospel of Luke. 

On January 2, we started our new year with a 

Persian feast prepared by and shared with our 

friend Ensieh and others from the Persian American 

community. After the meal, we gathered for a 

memorial service for Ali Saremi, held prisoner for 

24 years in Iran. He was executed during the 

Christmas holidays in 2010 to minimize Western 

attention. We value the connection that has grown 

over the past year between our congregation and 

our Persian American friends. We learned that 

political prisoners in Iran and refugees from Iran 
living in Camp Ashraf in Iraq suffer human rights 

abuses. 

January 9, 2011 Tales and sales from 

Bethlehem: Claire Anastas visited us for worship 

and sold handcrafted items afterward made by 

Palestinians in Bethlehem. She brought olive wood 

sculptures, olive oil, scarves, icons, jewelry, and 

clothing. Claire shared stories of what it has been 

like to live as a Christian in Bethlehem. She and her 

husband had to seek a new livelihood since a 30-

foot-high wall was built through the city; access to 
their business was eliminated. Several Bay Area 

churches sponsored her trip here so she can support 

her family and the artisans, and tell people of their 

political plight in Israel/Palestine.  

On January 15, we celebrated the life of 

Golden Arizona Berry Mobley, ñGoldie.ò She was 

born April 30, 1913. Goldieôs daughter Fran Smith, 

granddaughter Sandra Kokoruda, great-

granddaughter Frances Brausch, and great-great-

grandson Manuel Navidad are part of our church 

community. Five generations of her family attended 

church here. In the past few years, Goldie lived at 
Brookvue Care Center in San Pablo. She knew all 

of the lyrics to the old songs and sang 

enthusiastically when Jane Carnall played piano. 

She had a colorful past, could tell a rollicking story, 

and loved and appreciated her family.  

 

On the calendar:  

Our annual Sweetheart Dinner is slated for the 

Point San Pablo Yacht Club, 700 W. Cutting 

Boulevard. The 2011 Sweetheart of the Year is the 

famous ï dat, dôdah! - Robert Love, Managing 
Director of Masquersô Theater and undisputed 

sweetheart. On Friday, February 18, the evening 

festivities commence with live music at 6:00 p.m., 

dinner at 7:00 p.m., and a program following. 

Tickets for the dinner and program are $40 each, 

and will surely sell out. To reserve your seat, send a 

check made out to Richmond First United 

Methodist Church to Fran Smith, 2149 Beaujolais 

Court, Fairfield California 94533-5870. No 

reservations by phone, but questions can be 

directed to Fran at (707) 427-3121. 

Ballroom Dancing led by Tracy Barnowe will 
be Sunday, February 6, from 1 to 3 p.m. Singles 

and couples are welcome. Cost is $5 per person.  

Bobby Hall and Friends Gospel Music concert, 

February 20, 5:00 p.m.  

Pt. Richmond Acoustic Concerts: Tickets are 

$15 general, $12.50 senior and student 

Friday, February 11, 8:00 p.m.: Roy 

Zimmerman performs musical satire in concert. For 

details, see the website: www.folkunlimited.com 

For updates to the church calendar, find us on 

the web courtesy of David Moore of Sincere 
Designs: http://www.pointrichmond.com/methodist 
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Christian 

Science Church 

POINT METHODIST CHURCH 

HISTORY 
Mid Dornan 

Church history is rich with contributions of women. 
One church group in the 1920s was the SOCIAL 
LEAGUE of the First Methodist Episcopal Church 
whose history is reflected in their minutes printed 
below and taken from the canvass covered, red leather 
cornered notebook which cost $1.15.  The minutes are 

printed as written. 

APRIL 2, 1929   

The Social League met in the Church parlor April 

2nd with Mrs. Dicely and Mrs.  

Jones as hostesses. 

Meeting opened by repeating the Lords Prayer led 

by Mrs. Ida Mae Jones Pres. 

Minutes of previous meeting were read and 

approved.   

Moved and carried the League serve the Church 

Fellowship dinner dinner on May  

2nd. 
Chairman Mrs. Burdick,  Mrs Scofield, Mrs 

Brothers and Mrs. Meece. 

Table chairman Mrs Oehne. Moved and carried 

we hold food sale on Saturday April  

20th.  Mrs. P.T. Osborn and Mrs Bert Jenkins in 

charge. 

Moved and carried to pay Mrs. Burdick $1.80 for 

cups and saucers purchased for  

the League. 

Old Balance             $33.69 

Dues paid  Mrs. Long           .60 

   Mrs. Alexander        .60 
  Mrs. Scofield            .60 

     Mrs. Elizabeth Jenkins    .60       

     Mrs. Hilll                                    .60 

     Mrs. Dicely                         .60 

     Mrs. Kitto                            .60 

  Dollar Social                      1.00 

    Mrs A.B. Jones                1.00 

Plate collection           2.00 

            Total                        41.88 

Paid out   

M.E.Church (Mrs. Aams)10.00 
Mrs. Burdick              1.80 

              Balance             $30.08  

GOD IS SPEAKING ï ARE WE LISTENING? 
 

In the Bible we find two wonderful Old Testa-

ment stories where the prophet had need to keep his 

restless thoughts quiet and seek his true source of 

living.  They are: the Burning Bush with Moses and 

Elijah near a cave facing an earthquake, and then a 

great wind, and a fire.  Yet, amidst the turmoil, com-

motion, and noise these two events brought, came the 

realization that God was right there with them.  He 

was speaking to them, and they were listening to His 

Word.  So how importantðwhen we are faced with 
increasing crime, a stressed economy, and disasters 

of all sortsðthat we stop and give ourselves a quiet 

time in prayer with our God.  In this way, we can find 

ourselves hearing the Word of God.  Again this year, 

the members of First Church of Christ, Scientist, 

Richmond, are bringing a speaker to the community 

to share ideas to help us reach out for the truth that 

comes from an all-embracing love of God.  This com-

munity event, a talk, is appropriately titled ñGod is 

Speaking ï are we Listening?ò  Our speaker is Jill 

Grimes from Tucson, Arizona, and she will share 

thoughts on how we can listen to God.  The talk will 

be at the Point Richmond Community Center on 

Saturday, February 26, 2011 at 3:00pm.  All are 

welcome to attend this free event.  And if youôd 

like to find out more about Christian Science, drop by 

the Reading Room at 114 Washington Avenue, attend 

our church services at 112 Washington Avenue, or 

check out www.christianscience.com, a valuable 

source of information.  We look forward to seeing 

our friends and neighbors of the Point and sharing the 

good Word of God. 

From Steven Blair 
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Have you ever noticedé somehow kids are 

always busy? 

 

 

Now that the Richmond Plunge is open, swim 
teams are forming.  The kidsô team is the Richmond 

Sailfish and you only have to be 5 years old to 

joiné thereôs not a lot of competition but they sure 

do have fun.  All the kids like the idea of swimming 

as part of the Sailfish Team and some of them want 

to prepare for a future ñmeet.ò  Coach John and 

Assistant-Coach Josie are just great and sometimes 

have the teenage Sailfish work with the little ones.  

Thereôs always lots of laughing and giggling.  By 

the way, if you are a ñkid at heart,ò Richmond 

Swims, Inc. has a Masters program too.  For more 

details on the programs for both groups, check out 
the Richmond Swims, Inc. web page at 

RichmondSwims.org or call (510) 356-8801. 

 

 

The Washington School Many Hands 

Projectôs Spirit of Leadership Program is off to a 

great start.  This yearôs theme is ñSpaceò and Mrs. 

Sally Feldman, 2nd grade teacher and Many Hands 

Project Board Member, is well on her way 

organizing materials, speakers and the field trip for 

the ñSpirit of Leadership Scholars.ò  Mrs. Feldman 
is well qualified for this task since she has been 

working with NASA for more than 10 years 

developing materials and curriculum for us nation 

wide in elementary school.  Last year Sally received 

the same NASA Award which was presented to the 

developer of the Mars Land Rover.  ñWay to goò 

Mrs. Feldman.  All of the children in grades 1 

through 6 may participate in the Spirit of 

Leadershipôs 5 assignment project.   Each child 

chooses their own subject, does the research, 

prepares a display board as a visual aid used when 

giving their 2 oral presentations and then completes 

an evaluation of their project.  Last year 120 of the 

more than 340 eligible children at Washington 

School completed the program.  They were 

rewarded with a Pizza Party, a field trip and a year-

end ñeducationalò award, such as night vision 
glasses, metal detectors or an ant farm.  Their 

parents are encouraged to work with their children 

so participation in the program becomes a great 

family activity as well.  If you would like to the join 

others who contribute to the Many Hands Project or 

would like more details please call me at 234-4219. 

 

 

By the way, the Washington School PTA is 

sponsoring a fund raising Candy Sale.  So if you see 

any kids around town calling a box of 50 candy bars 

ask if you can help to make his box lighter by 
buying a few candy bars at $1.00 each.  The PTA 

will benefit, youôll enjoy the candy and the kid will 

thank you.  Please call the school at 231-1417 for 

more information. 

 

 

Youôve heard the phrase ñThereôs a New 

Sheriff in Townò well in a way, people in Point 

Richmond started saying that last month.  In 

January of every year the Richmond Police 

Department reassigns staff at the staffsô request and 
based on seniority.  As a result, this year we have a 

ñNew Captain in Townò who is the commander for 

the Southern District which includes Point 

Richmondôs Beat 1.  Captain Anthony Williams is 

the successor to Captain McBride who has been 

very helpful to many of us in the community.  We 

would like to ñWelcomeò Captain Williams and the 

other new Officers to the Southern Division and 

Beat 1.  We also want to ñWelcome Backò the 

returning Officers who have been very thoughtful 

and responsive.  Thank you all for your past 

service.  As new members of our neighborhood we 

 Out and About Town 

Margaret Morkowski   (510) 234-4219 
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hope you will soon join us in saying ñPoint 

Richmond is a great place to live and work.ò  

Captain Williamsô phone number is 670-6990.  The 

non-emergency phone number for the Police 

Department is 233-1214 with (0) for the operator.    
 

 

 

Knit-and-Such has changed their meeting 

schedule.  Altha Humphrey, who is very active in 

our Point Richmond neighborhood, leads a 

gathering of  us who knit, crochet, craft and/or who 

just like getting together.  Knit-and-Such will be 

meeting on the first Wednesday of every month in 

the Point Richmond Community Center from 12:30 

pm until 2:30 pm.  Please call Altha at 232-2934 

for more details/ 
 

 

 

The Arts of Point Richmond is also changing 

their meeting schedule at the Point Richmond 

Community Center beginning in February.  Please 

call Linda Drake at 672-0793 for the new day and 

time. 

 

 

 
Donôt forget to check out the ñCalendarò page 

near the end of this newsletter for a list of the 

various Point Richmond organizations.  We have 

lots of groups and the members always like to 

welcome newcomers.  Youôll meet lots of great 

people. 

 

 

Remember, for an update on whatôs new, call 

the Point Richmond/West Side Branch Library 

at 620-6567 and the Point Richmond 

Community Center at 233-6881.  Also check 

David Mooreôs Point Richmond.com to get up-to-

date information on the latest in the Point. 

No street, avenue, or boulevard or lane is 

named Critchett anymore in Richmond.  But old-

time residents remember Critchett, as a nice street 

with two-story frame houses filled with immigrant 

families. 
The street name would have been a nice way 

to remember Mr. and Mrs. Frank Critchett and their 

three sons.  The Critchetts were the second family 

to settle on the first town site platted for Richmond 

in July of 1900.  The Critchetts arrived in time to 

subscribe to the Record, which started publication 

July 7. 

The name Naugle also seems to have 

disappeared.  Lyman Naugle had been the first to 

move his family onto the first town site platted by 

A.S. Macdonald at what is now Barrett Avenue and 

A Street. 
Macdonald convinced the Santa Fe Railroad to 

put its terminal in what became North Richmond.  

When he was sure the railroad was coming, he 

bought George Barrettôs 500-acre farm for a 

pittance and divided it up into town sites.  Barrettôs 

farm disappeared, but the name didnôt  Barrett 

Avenue is still in Richmond. 

Naugle bought one of Macdonaldôs lots to 

build a grocery store in April 1900.  That July, he 

decided to take advantage of his 30 years in the 

newspaper business to start the Record. 
Because he didnôt own a printing press, 

Naugle took his paper to Berkeley to be printed.  

Richmond didnôt have a post office, so he went to 

Stege, a town that eventually annexed to 

Richmond, to mail his paper.  He said that if it 

hadnôt been for the Critchetts, there wouldnôt have 

Railroad put 

Richmond on the 

Map 
By Nilda Rego 
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been anybody in town to take his paper. 

However, there were people outside of town.  

Two hundred and fifty people lived on the outskirts 

of Macdonaldôs platted town site.  They worked for 

the railroad and lived in tents or train cabooses.  
Housekeeping was not easy.  Water had to be hauled 

into the tent city by horse and wagon. 

These people probably were interested in 

Nauglesôs paper, because on July 3, 1900, four days 

before the first issue of the Record, the first Santa Fe 

train left its Richmond Terminal for Chicago. 

The new ferryboat, the Ocean Wave, had 

brought more than 200 people from San Francisco to 

board the waiting Santa Fe train, and 2,000 people 

were waiting there to cheer the Chicago-bound 

passengers on their way.  The train took longer to 

get to its destination because of the crowds waiting 
at every California station to welcome it as it 

stopped to drop off or board passengers.  That first 

train had three couches, a Pullman sleeper, a 

baggage car and a Mail car.  Heading the six cars 

was Engine No. 205. 

The arrival of the Santa Fe must have convinced 

Critchett to construct a building right next to 

Naugles grocery store.  But the last nail hardly had 

been hammered when Critchett sold to Henry 

Wanske, who opened the Star Saloon. 

In August, Naugle convinced postal authorities 
that Richmond should put a post office in the corner 

of his store.  However, by this time, another town 

site had been platted closer to the Santa Fe 

terminalôs east yard. 

Naugle was offered a lot and $300 if he would 

move his grocery store, newspaper office and the 

post office.  Critchett got the same offer if he would 

build a hotel. 

By September, the newspaperman had 

constructed a new building to house his grocery 

store and the printing press he bought for his paper.  

He then hired his son and two boys to move the little 
post office structure that had been inside the old 

grocery store to the new site.  Naugle must have 

thought someone would object, because all this work 

took place at night with lanterns lighting the way.  

The boys got 50 cents each for their work. 

The next morning, people who came to collect 

their mail found a sign on the grocery store, ñPost 

Office moved to Richmond Avenueò.  People were 

upset.  It was a dusty walk over to the east yard, and 

in winter, the dust would turn to mud. 

The U.S. postal authorities werenôt happy, 
either.  A few days after the move, two postal 

inspectors showed us at Naugleôs new site and told 

him to move the post office back to Barrett Avenue 

that very day or go to jail.  Naugle complied, but 

found it was just too much trouble to walk from his 

new grocery store to the old post office.  He quit the 

job, and Lizzie McGann took over. 

Not long after that, the people living over the 

Santa Feôs east yard terminal complained about not 

having a post office.  This section on Richmond 

Avenue was growing faster than the older part of 

Richmond.  Postal authorities finally agreed to 
establish a new post office there. 

Residents were dismayed to find out that they 

couldnôt call their new area ñRichmondò because 

postal service authorities said there already was a 

Richmond post office.  They wanted to give the new 

post office the name,  ñEast Yardò. 

No one who lived in what the post office called 

ñEast Yardò liked that name.  Finally, the postal 

authorities came up with a name that pleased all 

concerned: ñPoint Richmondò.  And the area has 

been called that ever since. 
 

Reprinted with permission from the ñWest 

County Timesò, ñBay Area News Groupò and 

Nilda Rego, Thank You. 
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Thomasô Photo Gallery 


