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WILLIAM P. DEN MIS
A m an  of m any p a r t s - - a l l  f itted  

to g e th e r so co m fo rtab ly  th a t h is  face  
co n stan tly  re f le c te d  the h a rm o n y  of his 
life .

B ill D ennis was anything bu t a  so b er - 
faced  E n g lish m an . F ew  peop le  who have 
m e t h im  can  re m e m b e r  seeing  h im  frown. 
He w as b o rn  in  A sh to n -u n d e r-L y n e , E n g ­
land , in  1898. In h is  youth, ke s e rv e d  in  
the C anadian  A rm y . W hile in  P ueb lo , 
C olorado , he m e t h is  wife, C h ris tin e , 
and in  1923, when ev ery o n e  was m ig r a t ­
ing to C alifo rn ia , they d ecided  to go to 
P o r tla n d , O regon in s te a d . A fte r w orking 
as a chef in  a  su m m e r r e s o r t  th e re , he 
was o ffered  a job a t the  P a la c e  H otel in 
San F ra n c is c o . L a te r  , he b eg an  w orking 
a t the S tandard  O il C om pany C a fe te r ia , 
and was ev en tually  pu t in  ch a rg e  of the 
e n tire  c a fe te r ia .  He r e t i r e d  in  I960.

He was a 25-y e a r  v e te ra n  of Boy 
Scout w ork, s e rv in g  as  S c o u tm a s te r  of 
T roop 111 fro m  1942 to 1948. F ro m  1948 
to 1968, he was an ac tiv e  m e m b e r of the 
troop  c o m m itte e . He a lso  se rv ed , fro m  
1939 to 1942 as N eighborhood C o m m iss io n ­
e r  of the  S cou ts.

Nothing he did was h a lf -h e a r te d , in ­
cluding sing ing . The M ethod ist C hurch  
C hoir alw ays looked w e ll-b a lan ced , with 
B ill on one end and C h ris tin e  on the o th e r . 
F o r  tw enty y e a r s ,  B ill sang in the E lks 
G lee Club •

The 7 /ash ington  School P . T. A. 
p re s e n te d  h im  w ith an H o n o ra ry  Life 
M em b ersh ip , in honor of h is s e rv ic e  to 
youth.

He was the p e re n n ia l S an ta  C laus • 
who a p p ea re d  a t the E lks C h ris tm a s  
P a r ty  fo r c h ild re n . He livened  ev ery  
p a r ty  he a ttended , and a lw ays had  a 
gam e a t the  tip  of h is  f in g e rs , if things 
needed  liv en in g -u p . He was noted  fo r 
h is  re c ita tio n s  and h is  shaggy dog s t o r ­
ie s .

B e s id e s  h is  o ther a cc o m p lish m en ts , 
he w as an a r t i s t  of no te  in th is  a re a .
H is l a s t  co n trib u tio n  of a r t  w ork  went 
to the  KQED - TV A uction - - a  p o r t r a i t  
of A lb e r t S c h w e itze r. He donated  p a in t ­
ings, o r  m ade th em  e sp e c ia lly  fo r even ts 
a t th e  C hurch . He was a p ro lif ic  p a in te r  
and h is  house d isp la y sa  n um ber of h is  
c a n v a sse s  on v a rio u s  su b je c ts . Many 
hom es in  th is  a r e a  have a D annis p a in ­
ting .

On S a tu rd ay , June 8, B ill D ennis 
d ied in h is  s le e p , Today, June 14, h is  
fr ie n d s  w ill pay  tr ib u te  to h im  a t a 
s e rv ic e  in the F i r s t  M ethod ist C hurch .

He is  su rv iv ed  by h is wife, two sons, 
Ken and B ill, j r . , a d au g h te r, D iana 
Spinola, and two g ra n d d a u g h te rs - -  
S tephanie  and S tacy S p in o la .. . .  and 
k  grfeat num ber o f'd ev o ted  f r ie n d s .

•

AN INFANT SON
w as b o rn  , and died, and h is  fu n e ra l s e rv ic e s  a re  a lso  

on th is  F r id a y , in  the m o rn in g . The in fan t son of P a t  O laskey  
was b o rn  p re m a tu re ly  on T uesday, and d ied  the sa m e  day.

«



ema 4.

in te re s tin g  and so m etim es  
am using  a r t ic le s  fro m  old R ichm ond 
and Poifat R ichm o n d -n ew sp ap ers, c o u r ­
te sy  of the R ichm ond M useum .

•4 9 1 3 *  s 1 j.j : ,

June 17, 1913: .....
"FIR ST SPA D E FU L OF 

EARTH TAKEN AT WEST PO R TA L 
OF NEW TUNNEL"

(The m u n ic ip a l tunnel on G a r ra rd  
B lvd . was begun in  1912, fin ish ed  in 
1915).

"The f i r s t  spadefu l of 
e a r th  was taken  f ro m  the 
w est p o r ta l  to the new 
tunnel by HvW,
W ernse  and Ju liu s  
Stievatfer when they 
ro lle d  up th e ir  s le e v e s  
a t 8 a, m . Sunday m o r - 
ning and s ta r te d  d ig - ,

g i-g . J 2-’.
A fte r in fo rm - • **  ^  

al c e re m o n ie s  
the shovel b r i ­
gade w hich c o n ­
s is te d  of W ernse ,
S tie v a te r , R ic h a rd  
and  F r e d  S p ie rsc h ,
W, E . Luce, R . L. F e rn a ld , A ndrew  
T ra u tv e tte r , W. S. M cC racken , C h arle s  
G enazzi, E . W eisse  and C. E . B ennett, 
f in ish ed  up the job in the most: approved^- 
s ty le . " A

•  1915 •

June 11, 1915: "FERRY  COMPANY 
HAS TOO MUCH BUSINESS"

" H e re 's  a com pany which h as m o re

(<i>!

L

8b u s in e ss  than  i t  can a ttend  to.
The R ich m o n d -M arin  F e r r y  has been^ 

a  s u c c e ss  fro m  the f i r s t  boa t se n t out 
fro m  th is  c ity  to P o in t San Q u e n t m ^ ^

D OK GKURCHv

E v e ry  tr ip  m ade s in ce  s e rv ic e  was in ­
a u g u ra ted  about a m onth ago the s te a m ­
er "E lle n "  h as  been  w ell p a tro n iz e d  and 
au to m o b iles  have  stood in  lin e  fo r s e v ­
e ra l  h o u rs , on c e r ta in  ho lid ay s and Sun ­
days w aiting th e ir  tu rn  to c ro s s  the bay 
by the new ro u te .

What is  now b o th e rin g  the f e r r y  peop 
le  is  how they  a re  going to c a re  for 
th e ir  ra p id ly  grow ing b u s in e s s . They a re  
in a  p o s itio n  to hand le  the w eek-day  b u s i 
n e ss , bu t on Sundays and  ho lid ay s it  is

im p o ss ib le  to  do 
so . The F o u rth  

of Ju ly  is  n e a r 
a t hand and on 
th a t day th e re  
w ill be l i te r  a ll 
thousands of 
au tom obile  
a r t ie s  who ■ 

w ill w ant to 
c ro s s  to the 
M arin  sh o re s  

fo r  an  outing. 
rAnd they m u s t be 

en c a re  o f- -b u t how? 
T here  a re  no b o a ts  th a t 

can  c a r r y  au tos which can be 
[bought or re n te d . S uperin tenden t 

B a rn es  of the f e r ry  com pany h as  sen t 
h is e m is s a r ie s  to e v e ry  nook and c r a n ­
ny of the P a c if ic  C o ast to find a safe  and 
se rv ic e a b le  f e r r y  boat, bu t w ithout s u c ­
c e s s .  It is tru e  they  can  bu ild  one, bu t it 
cannot be re a d y  fo r s e rv ic e  b e fo re  a n ­
o ther year .. In the m e a n tim e  a condition 
and not a th e o ry  co n fro n ts  them .

Who has a big f e r r y  s te a m e r that 
they want to h ire  out a t a  re a so n a b le  
re m u n e ra tio n ?  "

June 16, 1921: "A wedding c e rem o n y  a t 
the Our Lady of M ercy  C hurch  la s t  
night jo in ed  in  m a r r ia g e  M iss M arion  
M cM enam in, d augh te r of M r.a n d M rs .

. M cM enam in, 111 C re s t  A v e ., and 
John Downey. "



" it s  for\ 5 u
Good new s fo r a ll th o se  who a re  in ­

te re s te d  in  having a te lephone in sta lled  a t 
K e lle rs  B each . The Telephone Com pany 
has co n sen ted  to in s ta ll  one th e re , and 
it should go in  b e fo re  the end cfj Ju n e .

It would be w orth  re m e m b e rin g  that, 
the only re a so n  fo r having h e s ita te d  to in ­
s ta l l  a te lephone fo r the public convenience 
was the r e a l  p o s s ib il i ty  th a t e x is ts  fo r 
v an d a lism . Many of our conven iences and 
freed o m s have b een  lim ite d  by v an d als .
It is the duty of each  of us to p ro te c t  our 
r ig h t s - - i f  we should see  d e s tru c tiv e  b e h av ­
io r , not to tu rn  the o th e r way, b u t to do 
som eth ing  about i t  im m ed ia te ly . The in ­
convenience of ca rin g  fo r our public  f a c i ­
l i t ie s  is  fa r  outw eighed by the convenience 
the fa c ili t ie s  b rin g  us.

A fte r the F o u rth  of Ju ly  C e leb ra tio n  
again  th is y e a r , The R ichm ond C itizen s  
P lan n in g  A sso c ia tio n  w ill have a buffet 
su p p er,

The T h ird  A nnual R CPA  su p p er w ill 
fe a tu re  a fabulous buffet, liv e  m u sic  (soft 
e r  than  la s t  y e a r )  and a chance to re la x  
a fte r  a  day of c e le b ra tio n . F o r  r e s e r ­
v a tio n s , c a ll T hea K endall, a t 233-0887.

33 AD'S
F a th e rs  Day com es in  the a fte rm a th  

of G rad u atio n  , co m m en cem en t e x e rc is e s , 
and v acation  p re p a ra tio n s . D on 't fo rg e t 
d e a r old dad in the shuffle .

IN THE LAW
The P u b lic  H ealth  C om m ittee  w ill 

vote June 18 on AB 1475, T h e re  is an 
u rg e n t need  fo r public  su p p o rt fo r th is  
S ta te -w id e  F lu o r id a tio n  B ill.

H e re a re .re a s o n s  th a t th is b ill  is  im ­
p o rta n t: F lu o r id a tio n  of the w ater supply 
one p a r t  in  a m illio n , has been  shown to 
red u ce  d en ta l decay  by one h a lf, S ta te - 
su p p o rted  den ta l b ills  com e to m illio n s  
of d o lla rs  a y e a r  in C a lifo rn ia . M ore and 
m o re  d en ta l b il ls  a re  being pa id  w ith pub ­
lic  funds, and could be cut d ra s t ic a l ly  by 
flu o rid a tio n  of the  w a te r su p p lie s . M od­
e rn  equ ipm en t is used , and flu o rid e  can 
be a c c u ra te ly  added to the w a te r sy s te m  
w ithout dan g er, and is c o n tro lle d  by the 
S tate  D e p a rtm en t of P u b lic  Hed th.

L e tte rs  , p o s tc a rd s , te le g ra m s , a re  
needed now in  su p p o rt of AB 1475. Send 
them  , in  th is sec tio n  of the county, to 
John Knox, S ta te  C apito l B uilding, S a c ra ­
m ento , C alif.

Jo in  Save the B ay A sso c ia tio n --s e n d  a 
d o lla r  to PC  Box 925, B erk e ley , Ca. 94701.
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